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This talk is for the graduate students and postdocs in
the audience who will be making a career choice

= You worry about your experiment
failing and your future.

= You have figured out what
research you like, but don’t know
how that equates to high
satisfaction in a job.

= Let me guess: you are trying to
decide between academia,
industry, and the national labs
(DOD and DOE).

Career.uconn.edu

There are many options available, but at some point you want to make an active choice
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NNSA postdocs are not the same as
university postdocs

= An NNSA postdoc is not a rite of
passage

Science...

= NNSA postdocs are not glorified
lab technicians

= NNSA lab conversion rates are
much betterthan 1in 7

= NNSA postdocs can afford steak
(or expensive vegetables) The Postdoc: A Special Kind of Hell

By Adam Ruben | Nov. 21, 2013, 11:30 AM
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Focus of a NNSA laboratory postdoc

= Laboratory postdocs are
focused on both research and
development

Shock-Ramp to the
Melt Line

= Development of platforms for
measuring the melting curve at
extremely high pressure

Isentrope

Temperature

Solid

= Development set the stage for
my current NIF Discovery
science research (co-Pl with
Rus Hemley)

Pressure
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Postdoc fellowships allow for more freedom

= LANL, SNL, and LLNL offer competitive postdoctoral fellowships
(e.g. Oppenheimer, Truman, and Lawrence)

= With 100% of your time covered, you can spend a bit more time
thinking more broadly about scientific topics
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NNSA postdocs are an opportunity

= Get to do great science on some
of the best facilities in the world

= Postdocs are your opportunity
to interview the lab

— What are the missions? 'S,;e;
UKD
— Process for big science? N‘ -4

Nationa! Nuclear Security Administration

= Postdocs are an opportunity to
learn about yourself as a

scientist
— Patriotic by nature?
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