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Background and Prior Research

• The American Terrorism Study (ATS) – MIPT funded project tracked and recorded 
federal criminal cases resulting from FBI terrorism investigations. DOJ/NIJ/DHS/MIPT. 

• Pre-incident Indicators of Terrorist Activities (PITA) – NIJ funded project involved 
geocoding 65 case studies of terrorists’ residences, preparatory activities, and target 
locations (10/1/03 - 9/30/05).  DOJ/NIJ.

• Geospatial Analysis of Terrorist Activities (GATA) – NIJ funded project involves coding 
of international and environmental cases (10/1/05 - 9/30/07). DOJ/NIJ.

• Terrorism in Time and Space (TITAS) – NIJ funded project began 1/1/06 to collect data 
on remaining ATS court cases that have been collected and compile all previous NIJ 
funded research into one Oracle Web Accessible database for analysis and dissemination.

• Prosecutorial Strategies and Defense (PADS) – NIJ funded project began 10/1/06.  
Involves examination of defense and prosecutorial strategies on case outcomes. DOJ/NIJ
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American Terrorism Study (ATS)

The “American Terrorism Study” (ATS) was created in 1988 in cooperation with the FBI’s 
Terrorist Research and Analytical Center and is currently conducted by the Terrorism Research 
Center in Fulbright College (TRC), University of Arkansas. 

The study utilizes “official” FBI measures of terrorism: focusing on only federally indicted 
terrorism court cases. Thereby, accepting the FBI “academic” definition of terrorism and the AG 
regulatory definition when applied.

Includes only cases resulting from federal indictment under the following:

For Domestic Terrorism:
The Attorney General Guidelines on General Crimes, Racketeering Enterprises, and Domestic 
Security/Terrorism Investigations and subsequent editions (1983, 1989, 2002).

For International Terrorism:
The Attorney General Guidelines for FBI Foreign Intelligence Collection and Foreign 
Counterintelligence Investigations.

*New AG Guidelines were implemented in December 2008.  No cases from these guidelines 
are included in the database.
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Patterns of Terrorism in America
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Web Based Data Entry System
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Data Collection Results

Data collection was performed by Mercyhurst College’s Intelligence Analyst 
Program and  Sam Houston State University’s Institute for the Study of 
Violent Groups in conjunction with University of Arkansas’ TRC research 
staff.

Geocoding was performed on 2,364 records of data. Records were 
geocoded to the street address, zip codes, or city centroid level using the 
Yahoo! Geocoding API .
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ATS Demographic Characteristics of Terrorists
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ATS Demographic Characteristics of Terrorists
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ATS Demographic Characteristics of Terrorists
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ATS Database- Demographic Characteristics 1980 – 2004
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Group Roles by Gender and Group Type
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ATS Database- Demographic Characteristics 1980 – 2004
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Spatial Analysis- Linear Distance Analysis of All Categories

Terrorist Residences to Incident Locations
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Spatial Analysis- Linear Distance Analysis of All Categories

Terrorist Residences to Antecedent Activities
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Spatial Analysis- Linear Distance Analysis of All Categories

Terrorist Antecedent Activities to Incident Locations
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Spatial Analysis- Linear Distance Analysis of All Categories
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Spatial Analysis- Linear Distance Analysis by Age
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Spatial Analysis- Linear Distance Analysis by Gender
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Residences to Incidents Spatial Analysis: Right-Wing
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Residences to Incidents Spatial Analysis: Left-Wing
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Residences to Incidents Spatial Analysis: International
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Residences to Incidents Spatial Analysis: Environmental
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Antecedent Activity for All Categories
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Antecedent Activity by Crime/Non-Crime
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Antecedent Activity Breakdown by All Categories
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Antecedent Activity by Crime Type for All Categories
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Spatial Distribution of Antecedent Acts
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Thefts and Robberies Spatial Analysis
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Most Common Spatial Pattern
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Single Issue- Environmental Case Study: ELF/ALF “The Family”

Rather than individual 
“direct actions” as 
commonly believed, these 
individuals are alleged to 
have conspired in most of 
the major acts of eco-
terrorism in the U.S. over 
the past nine years.
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Temporal Analysis- Incident Timeline
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Litchfield BLM ELF/ALF “The Family”  Incident
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Preparatory Temporal Analysis- All Groups
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Time and Space Interaction
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Incident Acts by Day of Week



Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College Phone: 479.575.3502 Web: http://trc.uark.edu Email: bls@uark.edu 37

Incident Acts by Time of Day
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