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Describing the far-right

— Nationalistic

— Anti-global

— Suspicious of centralized federal authority
— Reverent of individual liberty

— Conspiracy theories

— Paramilitary training and survivalism

— Mainstream conservative movements and the
mainstream Christian right are not included



The far-right poses a significant threat

— Domestic outnumber international terrorist attacks in the U.S.
7:1 (LaFree, Dugan, Fogg & Scott 2006)

— The far-right claimed over 250 lives between 1978 & 2000
(Hewitt, 2003; see also Carlson 1995; Riley 1995)

— Far-right present in more states than other extremists, including
Islamic Jihadists (Freilich, Chermak & Simone 2009)

— Other case-specific examples



The criminal activities of the far-right
are a neglected research topic

m  Most terrorism research focuses on international terrorism and studies on
the domestic far-right’s crimes usually rely on anecdotal or case study data

m F.B.l. terrorism definition: “The unlawful use of force or violence against
persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian
population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social
objectives” committed by a group.

m The F.B.l.’s definition excludes important categories of crimes



Limitiations of F.B.l. definition

m FBI's terrorism definition excludes important categories of crimes:

— Excludes NON-federal (i.e., state) prosecutions

— Excludes ideologically motivated crimes committed by lone-wolf perpetrators
— Excludes incidents where group did not claim responsibility

— Excludes non-violent ideologically motivated crimes

— Excludes non-ideological/routine crimes

— State and local municipalities subscribe to a broader definition



U.S. extremist crime study (ECDB),
1990- 2008

m Examines all known crimes committed by known
far-rightists, 1990- 2008

— lllegal incident,

— Committed by far-rightist

— Committed in United States

— Committed between 1990- 2008
— ldentified In an open source

— Led to an official response (hearsay not
enough)



ECDB, 1990- 2008: Identifying cases

m Stage 1. A multi-tiered data collection effort that
identifies incidents from a variety of sources:

- Existing Databases

- Official Sources

- Scholarly and Journalist Accounts
- Watch-group Reports

- Media Searches



ECDB, 1990- 2008: Searching cases

m Siage 2. Incidents treated as case studies
& examined In 22 search engines:

-General search engines
- Newspaper databases
- Other search sites

- Two step search process: (6) primary &
(16) secondary engines
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ECDB, 1990- 2008: Coding cases

m Each case assigned to a specific coder

m 5 relational ACCESS files:
(1) Incident,
(2) Suspect,
(3) Victim,
(4) Group,
(5) Quality of open source information



1 NameHDescriptiDriNazi-Luw Rider commits murder

2 Date af Event !E.f'l #1991

| 3ncident Time |3:45pm

4 Related Suspects| 40071

5 Related Yictims | {4001

£ Related Groups |400r
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8 Caze D
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14 Coder's Mame |

15 Prevailing [lata Source jcourt record

16 Caze Status |open

If open, explain _|sti|| ih prigan

17 Lazt date modified |

18 Type of incident |iz0lated

Ancila ncident? {0

19 # Related Incidents |1

20 Related Incident #s | {4004

21 Relevance of event iincident idenlogical

22 Primary categarization |anti-black

23 Secondary cateq. |

24 Incident stage iu:u:umpleted
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29 Actual location |highway.-"r0au:|
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Suspect Codebook
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1Case D # 1b Relational ID | 40016516
2 # Police Docs ]

A # Court Docs

4 # Other Gov. Docs i
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n
|
13 # Websites [~
L__@
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ECDB, 1990- 2008: Incidents

m 274 homicide Incidents

m 120 (44%) ldeologically motivated

m 13 suicide missions that killed 33 people

m 18 homicide incidents Iin detention facilities
m 93 attempted homicide incidents

m 32 solicitation or conspiracy to commit
homicide incidents

m Focus on homicide events (N= 274)



Homicide Incidents Over Time
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Homicide Incidents by State




Homicide Incidents by State




Primary Weapons In
Homicide Incidents

BGun (57%)

B Knife/Shank (18%)
[IBlunt Object (10%)
B Bodily Weapon (9%)

[_|other (3%)
[] Explosives (2%)




Primary Motivation

Anti-Abortion Arrti-GaJO Ariti- Arti-Homeless Anti-Opponents Arii- Anti-Sex Cther
(MN=6, 2%) (N=14, 5%) Governmert (MN=16, 6%) win Movement RacialEthnic Offender (MN=126, 46%)
(M=23, 8% (M=22, 8% Minority (M=2, =1%)
(MN=65, 24%)




ECDB, 1990- 2008: Suspects

m 462 of 628 (74%) suspects for homicide
Incidents were far-right.

m 113 of 165 (68%) suspects for attempted
homicide incidents were far-right

m 22 far-right suspects killed by law enforcement
m 38 far-right suspects committed suicide

m We focus on far-right homicide suspects
(N=462)



Race of Far-Right Homicide Suspects

B \White (82%)
ElUnknown (16%)
L_IBlack (1%)

B Asian (<1%)
[ IHispanic (<1%)
B Native American (<1%)




Age of Far-Right Homicide Suspects




Age of Far-Right Homicide Suspects

30 and younger (67%)
[ Older than 30 (33%)




Sex of Far-Right Homicide Suspects

B \vale (91%)
B Female (6%)
L lUnknown (3%)




ECDB, 1990- 2008: Victims

m 522 homicide victims, 354 excluding
Oklahoma City

m 34 law enforcement personnel killed in line
of duty, 1 Judge, & 3 security personnel

m 125 attempted homicide victims
m 51 potential solicitation/conspiracy victims
m We focus on homicide victims (N = 354)



Race of Homicide Victims

B white (35%)
B Black (16%)

[IHispanic (3%)

B Asian (3%)

[_INative American (3%)
B Bi-Racial (<1%)
Elunknown (40%)




Age of Homicide Victims




Sex of Homicide Victims

B Female (18%)

EMale (82%)




Homicide Victims: Law Enforcement

m 34 killed in 30 incidents (11% of homicide Iincidents)
m 26% killed during a traffic stop
m 119% killed were correctional officers

Race

M white (41%)
B Black (15%)
[ClUnknown (44%)

Agency
M Local (71%)
H state (26%)
CIFederal (3%)
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Group Involvement for Suspects Involved In
Incidents where Local Law Enforcement Killed

Acting with others-no clear
group boundaries (41%)

ElActed Alone (27%)
L_IPart of informal group (20%)
B Part of formal group (12%)




Student projects

m  PhD student projects
- Gruenewald (START 2007-08; 08-09; ICPSR)— homicides (Dissertation)
Caspi (START 2007-08; GC, CUNY 2007)— network analysis (Dissertation)
Belli (START 2008-09) - financial crimes (Dissertation)
Parkin- Victims (Dissertation)
Martz-GLB homicides (Dissertation)
Kress- drug use (Dissertation)
Viollaz- Marital status (Dissertation)
Belli- SCP & crimes of omission (tax refusal)
Parkin- Suicide missions

m  Undergraduate student projects
Duran (John Jay)- Comparing far-right groups inside prison to groups outside prison
Simone (START 2006-07; 07-08; John Jay)— surveyed state police agencies
Raehetz (START 2007-08; MSU)— geospatial
Williamson (START 2007-08; MSU)- sovereign citizens
Ghirsi- (START 2008-09)- far-right groups



Conclusion

Database will be valuable tool for law enforcement and scholars
- Document the types & frequency of crimes, regional variations & assess threats

- Compare the behavior of groups that employ terrorist methods with those that do
not

- Examine “preparatory” crimes committed by far-right extremists

- Develop/refine domestic terrorism training curriculum for law enforcement and
other criminal justice personnel-- unique threat of traffic stops

Next steps:

- Coding far-right financial crimes (START 2008- 11)

- MAROB collaboration (START 2008- 11; 2009- 14)

- Integration project with ATS, GTD, TOP (START 2009- 14)

- Expand to ELF/ALF & jihadi homicides, attempted homicides, bombings & financial
crimes (START 2009- 14)

- Protecting law enforcement project (future proposal)
- Measurement issues (selectivity bias) (future proposal)
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