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Presentation Notes
I am Dr. Saito from Keio Global Security Research Institute, Tokyo, Japan and I am an assistant project director for a project for a Safe and Secure Society funded by the Ministry of Education Culture Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), entitled “R&D towards Better Bio-Preparedness in Japan”

Today, let me talk about the biodefense policy and research in Japan briefly and what we are aimed at in our project. 
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First, I would like to introduce Keio University, which our research institute belongs to . 

Keio is the Japan’s first private institution of higher learning, having 10 departments, and we are gonna celebrate 150th anniversary this year. sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary. 

Founder Yukichi Fukuzawa is one of the most famous man in our country because he is the icon of 10,000 Yen bill. 

Global Security Research Institute, called G-SEC, is one of the academic units and research institutes in charge of Interdisciplinary Study on Risk Management and Security, which covers a wide range of modern issues, including technology and innovation, energy, the environment, finance, global health and so on. 
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Well, you know, As for NBCR, Japan is the only nation that has experienced all NBCR attacks or terrorism or accidents, but Japan has made relatively little concrete progress in this area, especially in anti-bioterrorism.

Last year, to overview the anti-bioterrorism research activities, we investigated the funding for anti-bioterrorism research in the last decade. 
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Funding for anti-bioterrorism research in Japan was from 2 ministries, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Science and Technology.

And I showed here 2 graphs showing budgeting for anti-bioterrorism research, which includes research on CDC category A agent or which aims to anti-bioterrorism, from 1997 to 2006. Y axis indicates the amount of budget in Million dollars, not billion dollars. 



The funding from the Ministry of Health surged in 2000, due to the increasing awareness to North Korea’s WMD program and the G8 summit in Okinawa. After that, year 2002 was in full blossom, World Cup Soccer year and right after anthrax attack.  



As for Ministry of Science and Technology, there was a small rise in 2001, you know, right after the anthrax attack, there was a special fund for anthrax research, but it did not last next year. 

After 2005, the government finally recognized the importance of anti-terrorism research and started funding in detection and decontamination  system and the total funding reached to 4 million dollars a year. 

（In total, Ministry of health spent 15million dollars, and Ministry of science and technology spent 9.9 million dollars in the last decades.  ）



Ministry of Defense also has budget for anti-NBC but most of them are spent for purchasing equipment and does not perform basic research on biodefense.   
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In addition to financial constraints, social acceptance for biodefense research is poor. 

BSL-4 lab isssue is one of the good examples.

This Lab equipped with glove box type BSL-4 compatible facilities in NIID was built in 1981 but has never been used as BSL-4 because local residents has not agreed with  the special pathogen research in this lab yet. 



As I mentioned in the last slide, The reason why Ministry of defense is not performing biodefense research is the same. Social and public acceptance.
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However, awareness for anti-terrorism research and development is gradually rising last several years due to the 3rd 5-year national Science and Technology basic plan. This basic plan provided a goal “The world’s Safest Nation” and strategies and policies were published towards this goal. 

In 2006, Ministry of Science and Technology published “policy to promote R&D in S&T for a Safe and Secure Society” and pointed out that One of the obstacles for better R&D coordination is the gaps in understanding and in communication channels between experts working in the many areas related to defense and security issues, for example, Biosecurity was recognized as one of those area which requires such better coordination effort, and then our project was established last year.



The basic concept of our project is to build a virtual platform for biosecurity to promote matching social needs and academic seeds by facilitating information sharing among experts and end-users  and to prioritize R&D for biosecurity and to create a robust and efficient R&D system that outcomes provide solutions to existing needs of the pubic and private sectors at much less cost. 
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Let me introduce our activities last year. 

First we co-hosted 1st US-Japan Medical Biodefense Research and Bioterrorism Symposium with office of biodefense research, NIH/NIAID under the Framework Initiative for a Safe and Secure Society（FIS3) between US and Japan developed in 2006 and we will have second symposium this summer to discuss collaboration in training, education, research in biodefense. 
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In the 1st year of our project, we emphasized on having more stake holders and experts to be involved, sharing problems and building a face-to-face network in this area.   

Our advantage is that we are a private university, so, even vertically-compartmentalized, administrative ministries and agencies have easier access to the round table  where we provide and frankly discuss such inter-disciplinary issues, than in official settings.   

By hosting 3 workshops, monthly seminars and one open symposium, we gradually recognized what was done and what has not been done for bio-preparedness in our country.  Especially, the platform concept to provide round table for stakeholders of anti-bioterrorism activities was well-accepted. In the past, people could not even identify who is doing what in this area, but now, we are expanding face-to-face network.

We are also preparing biosecurity report series based on our research activities by project members. 
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Thank you for your attention and for MEXT office and project members….xxx
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