
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 

Shipping Instructions for Specimens Collected from People who may have 

been contaminated with Radioactive Materials.

SECTION ONE: COLLECTING AND LABELING SPECIMENS

Required Specimens
Ensure that each person is free, as possible, of any external contamination before providing a sample. 
For detailed instructions, see the Radiation Emergency Medical Management’s ‘Contamination: Diagnose/
Manage’. Unless otherwise directed, collect the following specimens from each person who may    
have been contaminated: 

Urine

Blanks

used as blanks for measuring background contamination.

Labeling Specimens

specimen labeling.

include on the labels the collector’s initials and the date and time of collection. This information is 

lead to legal action and the collector has to testify that he or she collected the specimen.

code looks like a ladder.

data for use in the interpretation of results. This additional data may include time of potential 
radionuclide contamination, method of urine collection if other than clean catch, indication if medical 
countermeasures were administered prior to sample collection and indication if sample was  
collected postmortem.

with the people from whom the specimens were collected. 
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SECTION TWO: PACKAGING SPECIMENS

e components: thre

Inner Packaging for Urine Cups

layer of secondary packaging by the person making the seal. Examples of ways to secure and mark the 
packaging are to 

 
 

top half of the box to the bottom half with one continuous piece of evidence tape and write    
your initials half on the tape and half on the box. 

 top half of the box to the bottom half with one continuous strip of evidence tape initialed    
 half on the tape and half on the box making the seal.

packaging and half on the evidence tape by the person making the seal.

Outer Packaging for Urine Cups

for shipment because large chunks have the potential for shattering urine cups during transport.

shipper is in transit. 
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the shipper.

Labeling Outer Packaging for Urine Cups to be Shipped

adjacent to the label on the front of the shipper.

to the label.
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SECTION THREE: SHIPPING SPECIMENS
Follow the guidance provided in your state’s radiological or chemical terrorism comprehensive response 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION
ATTENTION: SAMPLE LOGISTICS
4770 BUFORD HWY., NE
BUILDING 110, LOADING DOCK
ATLANTA, GA 30341
PHONE: 770-488-7227

Preparing Documentation

specimens is responsible for the specimens only during the time that it has control of the specimens.

indicate that it has transferred the specimens.

Note:

custody form.
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Contact the following at CDC regarding the arrival of samples being shipped:

For questions concerning this process, please contact: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Sample Logistics Laboratory (IRAT)
4770 Buford Hwy., NE
Building 110, Loading Dock
Atlanta, GA 30341
770-488-7227
SampleLogistics@CDC.gov
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