Initial Sorting Station Executive Summary

Description:

Staff at the Initial Sorting Station place arrivals on the appropriate path through the community reception center (CRC).  Initial Sorting staff identify people who: 

· have an  urgent medical need, 

· are highly contaminated, 

· require special assistance, or

· have showered or been decontaminated before coming to the reception center.

These variables are listed in order of priority and determine how a person progresses through the CRC.  

For example, a person with an urgent medical need should be escorted to the First Aid Station and, if necessary, transported to the nearest medical facility for treatment.  Highly contaminated people should be routed directly to the Wash Station, bypassing the Contamination Screening Station.  People who require special care or assistance should be identified, and staff should arrange for them to be assisted through the reception center.  Finally, people who have showered or been decontaminated before arriving at the reception center may be eligible to proceed through an express line to expedite their visit. 

Location: 

The Initial Sorting Station is the first station people come to as they enter the CRC.  Depending on the layout of the facility, Initial Sorting may encompass the area outside of the CRC, including the parking lot.  Alternatively, Initial Sorting may be located inside the facility.  All arrivals must visit this station in order to be placed on the appropriate track within the CRC.

Staffing:  

Staff size will vary according to the size of the CRC, the desired throughput, and the availability of staff and trained volunteers.  Qualified and trained medical providers, radiation protection professionals, public health staff, emergency services personnel, and volunteers may be needed.

Additionally, public health officials should work with local law enforcement to determine the appropriate security presence at the Initial Sorting Station and throughout the CRC.  CRC security plans will be similar to existing points of dispensing (POD) or neighborhood emergency help center (NEHC) security plans.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):

The CRC Safety Officer will determine the appropriate PPE for staff in each area.  The Safety Officer will also evaluate the need for—and issue as appropriate—personal dosimetry devices among CRC staff.

Typically, community reception centers will not be located in contaminated areas.  Nevertheless, many people reporting to the CRC could be contaminated with radioactive material on their clothes or bodies, presenting a possibility of cross contamination and a potential inhalation hazard to CRC staff.  Universal medical precautions, including gown, gloves, facemask, eye shield, and appropriate respiratory protection (as determined by the CRC Safety Officer) provide adequate protection.  

Staff should try to minimize physical contact with people, and gloves should be changed or checked for contamination frequently.  Contamination screenings and PPE exchange will be necessary for all staff leaving the area for breaks or at shift change.  No food or drink should be consumed in this area.

Public health officials should consult their state or local radiation control authorities to determine the appropriate PPE for this station.

Radiation Detection Equipment:

To identify highly contaminated people, Initial Sorting staff should employ handheld monitoring equipment (e.g., Geiger counters) or radiation pagers with dose rate alarms.  Using handheld instruments, staff members can perform a quick or distanced survey on each person areas they enter the CRC.  If a quick survey reveals a person is contaminated beyond established criteria, that person should be escorted directly to the Wash Station.  Similarly, staff using radiation pagers or dose rate alarms should send anyone who triggers an alarm directly to the Wash Station.

Using headphones in conjunction with handheld detection instrumentation can help to reduce anxiety among people being screened and can improve the operator’s ability to recognize elevated radiation levels.  The type of radiation detection equipment used must be appropriate for the type of radioactive material present, as determined by radiation control authorities.
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