Radiation Dose Assessment Station Executive Summary
Description:

Clinicians and health physicists working at the Radiation Dose Assessment Station provide – to the extent possible – the following services to patients under their care: 
· screen for internal contamination,

· assess exposure, 

· assess the need for bioassay and collect specimens,

· assess the need for and provide treatment, and

· prioritize patients for additional care.

These services are intended as scalable and flexible according to the capabilities of the jurisdiction and the scope of the event.  
Location:

The Radiation Dose Assessment Station should be in close proximity to the Registration Station and to the Discharge Station.  If possible, the area should also include private rooms for medical consultation and restrooms for collecting urine specimens.  

Staffing:

Staff size will vary according to the size of the community reception center (CRC), the desired throughput, and the availability of professionals and trained volunteers.  Qualified and trained medical providers, radiation protection professionals, public health staff, laboratory staff, emergency services personnel, and volunteers may be needed.

  Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):

The CRC Safety Officer will determine the appropriate PPE for staff in each area.  The Safety Officer will also evaluate the need for—and issue as appropriate—personal dosimetry devices among CRC staff.

Because patients in the Radiation Dose Assessment Station have either been determined to be free of external contamination at the Contamination Screening Station or have been decontaminated at the Wash Station, the level of PPE necessary in this area is not as stringent as in the other areas. Still, Radiation Dose Assessment staff will be expected to follow routine medical precautions.  

Radiation protection professionals will routinely monitor the area for contamination. Contamination screenings and glove exchange will be necessary for all staff leaving the area for breaks or at shift change.  No food or drink should be consumed in this area.

Radiation Detection Equipment:

Radiation Dose Assessment staff may employ radiation detection devices, such as handheld detectors or thyroid uptake scanners (if available), to provide first-level screening for internal contamination, as appropriate.
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