
First Aid Station Executive Summary

Description:

People with urgent medical needs should be escorted to the First Aid Station.  First Aid staff will assess the person’s medical needs and either treat or transport the patient depending on the medical capabilities of the providers at the community reception center (CRC).

Contamination Screening staff should be available to perform a rapid contamination assessment and assist with measures to control cross-contamination; however, treatment of life-threatening medical conditions should not be delayed due to concerns about cross-contamination or for thorough decontamination.
Location:  

Key considerations for placement of the First Aid Station include:

· close proximity to the Initial Sorting Station,

· easy access for medical transport, and 

· unimpeded access to and from other stations.

Staffing:  

Staff size will vary according to the size of the CRC, the desired throughput, and the availability of professionals and trained volunteers.  Qualified and trained medical providers, radiation protection professionals, public health staff, emergency services personnel, and volunteers may be needed.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):

The CRC Safety Officer will determine the appropriate PPE for staff in each area.  The Safety Officer will also evaluate the need for—and issue as appropriate—personal dosimetry devices among CRC staff.

Typically, community reception centers will not be located in contaminated areas.  Nevertheless, many people reporting to the CRC could be contaminated with radioactive material on their clothes or bodies, presenting a possibility of cross contamination and a potential inhalation hazard to CRC staff.  Universal medical precautions, including gown, gloves, facemask, eye shield, and appropriate respiratory protection (as determined by the CRC Safety Officer) provide adequate protection.  

Staff should try to minimize physical contact with people, and gloves should be changed or checked for contamination frequently.  Contamination screenings and PPE exchange will be necessary for all staff leaving the area for breaks or at shift change.  No food or drink should be consumed in this area.  Public health officials should consult their state or local radiation control authorities to determine the appropriate PPE for this station.

Radiation Detection Equipment:

Contamination Screening staff assigned to the First Aid station should employ handheld monitoring equipment (e.g., Geiger counter) to perform a quick survey on each patient.  This survey should not interfere with treatment of life-threatening medical conditions; do not delay life-saving care to conduct a thorough contamination survey.  

Using headphones in conjunction with handheld detection instruments can help to reduce anxiety among people being screened and can improve the operator’s ability to recognize elevated radiation.  The type of radiation detection equipment used must be appropriate for the type of radioactive material present, as determined by radiation control authorities.
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