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Project Description: EPA’s Wetlands Division and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) co-
administer the Clean Water Act’s Section 404 program to protect wetlands and other aquatic resources. A 
major issue in implementation of the program is ensuring effective compensatory mitigation to offset 
authorized losses of wetlands and other waters under Section 404. Independent evaluations published in 
2001 by the National Academy of Sciences and the General Accounting Office provided a critical 
evaluation of the effectiveness of wetlands compensatory mitigation. These analyses and other commentaries 
highlighted a number of shortfalls and identified a variety of technical, programmatic, and policy 
recommendations to address these shortfalls. In response to these recent independent critiques, EPA and 
the Corps in conjunction with the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Interior, and Transportation 
released the National Wetlands Mitigation Action Plan on December 26, 2002 
(www.mitigationactionplan.gov). The Plan includes 17 tasks that the agencies will complete by 2006 to 
improve the ecological performance and results of compensatory mitigation. Completing the actions in the 
Plan will enable the agencies and the public to make better decisions regarding where and how to restore, 
enhance, and protect wetlands; improve their ability to measure and evaluate the success of mitigation 
efforts; and expand the public’s access to information on these wetland mitigation activities. As the Plan 
continues to be implemented in 2004/2005, the Wetlands Division is leading two important efforts: 
identification of the criteria for making compensatory mitigation decisions within a watershed context and 
development of performance standards for monitoring and adaptive management of mitigation sites. 
 
Specific Tasks: Activities may include assisting with all aspects of the Federal Interagency Mitigation 
Workgroup’s (EPA, Corps, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Federal Highways Administration) efforts to 
conduct research in support of the Mitigation Action Plan. Other activities may include identifying criteria for 
making compensatory mitigation decisions within a watershed context and developing performance 
standards for monitoring and adaptive management of mitigation sites. There will also be opportunities to 
participate in project planning; producing and reviewing documents, briefings, presentations, and 
correspondence; organizing meetings; gathering information; and making presentations. The candidate will 
also interact with a variety of staff and management in EPA and other federal and state agencies, and other 
organizations and will assist with further development of partnerships and programs promoting 
implementation of the Mitigation Action Plan. 
 
Expected Results: This project will provide excellent exposure to a broad range of environmental and 
policy issues surrounding aquatic resource protection with a special emphasis on Clean Water Act Section 
404 compensatory mitigation. In addition to learning about EPA’s efforts to improve compensatory 
mitigation, there will be an opportunity to be an integral part of the Federal Interagency Mitigation 
Workgroup as well as work with our state, tribal, and local partners to improve the performance and results 



of compensatory mitigation. Specific products are likely to include draft guidelines for making compensatory 
mitigation decisions in a watershed context and draft guidelines for developing mitigation site performance 
standards and monitoring and adaptive management plans. 
 
Intern Qualifications and Skills: Applicants should have received a doctoral degree in environmental 
sciences, geology, or a related field, within three years of the desired starting date, or completion of all 
requirements for the degree should be expected prior to the starting date. The applicant should have 
knowledge of the Clean Water Act Section 404 permit program, experience with different aspects of 
compensatory mitigation including project-specific mitigation, mitigation banking, and in-lieu-fee mitigation 
and experience working with federal and/or state agencies on Clean Water Act Section 404 issues. The 
ability to understand and organize scientific issues and develop written materials based on their interpretation 
is highly desirable. Experience coordinating projects and establishing partnerships among federal and state 
agencies and other organizations is highly desirable. Experience with MS Office (including PowerPoint) and 
Adobe Acrobat is desirable. The successful candidate will also have good communication skills, as well as 
the ability to perform under tight deadlines and on multiple projects. 
 
Stipend and Tenure: The appointment will initially be for full-time for a one year period and may be 
renewed for up to two additional years depending on funding. The annual stipend will range from $38,000-
$48,000 depending on experience. The appointee will not be considered an employee of EPA. 
 
The EPA contact person for this project is Clay Miller. His e-mail is miller.clay@epa.gov. The mentor is 
Palmer Hough. His e-mail is hough.palmer@epa.gov. For more information about EPA Wetlands Division 
programs, see http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands. 
 
The Internship Program for EPA Water is administered by the Oak Ridge Institute for Science 
and Education. Please reference Project # EPA Water 2004-19 when calling or writing for 
information. For additional information and application material contact: Internship Program – 
EPA Water, Attn: Betty Bowling, Science and Engineering Education – MS 36, Oak Ridge 
Institute for Science and Education, P.O. Box 117, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831 Phone: (865) 
576-8503 Fax: (865) 241-5219 e-mail: bowlingb@orau.gov. 
 
Sam Bryant serves as the EPA Office of Water internship program coordinator. His e-mail address is 
bryant.samuel@epa.gov. 
 
An application can be found at http://www.orau.gov/orise/edu/EPA/app-gugrgpd.pdf. 
 
 
 


