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Emergency Response 
Planning Guidelines  

 - ERPGs -
one hour 

exposure guidelines 
protective of the general 

public



ERPG-1: 1 ppm    odor, noticeable 

ERPG-2: 3 ppm    irritation, ability
                            to escape

ERPG-3: 20 ppm  irreversible health
                            effects, death

Example: ERPGs for Chlorine 
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Annual ERPG Documentation Set 



The ERPG Notebook



Current ERPG Document Status:

    112 chemicals with ERPGs 

    18 more ERPGs in review
    another 19 being balloted

      
 



2003 & 2004 
ERPG Chemicals





The Annual 
ERPG-WEEL 
Handbook
       “The Handbook” was first
    published in 1996.  It contains 
    general concepts on hazard 
    evaluation and dispersion
    models.  It contains ERPG values 
    but no ERPG documentation. The
    annual Documentation Set goes  
    in the Red ERPG notebook. 
        The 2004 ERPG Handbooks  
   can be purchased from the AIHA. 



Future 
ERPG-WEEL 
Handbook ?

Future ERPG Handbooks may expand 
in scope to include procedures from 
AIHA, ANSI, ACOEM and other 
agencies.
 This may be how the industrial 
hygienists’ role in emergency response 
planning & response organizations 
becomes standardized. 
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