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few words before reading the focus group results...

The Prevention Marketing Initiative is pleased to present the findings from loca focus group
research. Please review these Questions and Answers before reading the attached report.

Why was the research conducted?

This research was conducted as part of the community HIV prevention efforts carried out by
local organizations involved in the Prevention Marketing Initiative (PMI). At the heart of
prevention marketing is the principle that effective HIV prevention activities must be “data-
driven,” that is, planning must based on concrete epidemiologica and behaviorad information.
This research was conducted to complement existing epidemiologica and behaviord data, to
assig in the planning of loca HIV prevention activities for young people.

What's the research about?

The research looks at the behaviors and attitudes of young people around relationships,
abstinence, sex, condom usg, their future, communication with friends, partners and peers, and
mediause. It dso involves parents and other influentias in the lives of young people. The
research applies amix of consumer marketing principles and behaviord theory to explore the
behaviora determinants of risk and protective behaviors, in order to address barriers to
prevention.

What will PMI do with the findings?

The research findings contained in this report were used by the PMI Site Design Teamsin
planning loca prevention activities. The findings were used in conjunction with other local and
nationa data to identify specific target audiences and behaviors, and to develop a plan for
reaching loca youth with prevention activities. This“data-driven” process will dlow the
community to design an effective and appeding prevention plan, because like in commerciad
marketing, it consders the consumer perspective in the very design of the program.

How can you use this report?

Theloca Prevention Marketing Initiative is making this report available to the public because
we fed the results may be of use to othersin the community. The report provides avivid
portrait of loca youth and parents, highlighting their behaviors and attitudes about a myriad of
topics.



How should you NOT use this report?

The techniques used to explore these issues — focus groups and in-depth interviews — will not
dlow you to “generdize’ thefindingsto any larger population. PMI is not saying this research
represents dl youth in your community, and neither should you. Only adtaigtica random
sample selected systematically from alarger “universe’ would dlow you to make generd
statements about that group. In this study, participants were not selected in this way; they were
selected specifically because of certain characteristics of interest, for example, sexudly active
15 year olds with no higtory of sexualy transmitted diseases. This research dso tells nothing of
adatigtical nature — how much? how many? how often? It does provide rich detail on the
“why?’, giving indght into what mativates young people to take risks and what can motivate
them to protect themsdves. We hope you find it interesting and useful to your work.

Who’s involved in conducting the research?

Thisresearch is being done as a collaborative effort between loca community
organizations, gpecidigs from nationd HIV prevention organizations, and the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Research activities were managed by professiona
researchers a the UC-Davis HIV Prevention Studies Group working hand in hand with HIV
prevention partners in the community.

Widespread community support made this research possible. All research activities were
reviewed by alocd Inditutiond Review Board (IRB), who scrutinized all aspects of the
research to assure that activities were ethical, confidential, and technically sound. Both parents
and teens were advised of their rights as research participants, and both signed written consent
forms alowing their participation.

Every precaution was taken to respect the rights of teens and parents. No names are used
in any report or description of the research. Information and counseling were offered should
any participant find that taking part in the study led to “distress” None, to our knowledge,
needed assistance, dthough we redly wouldn’t know because they are able to access this
information confidentialy.

Nationd research has clearly demondtrated that exposure to any realm of sex education or

prevention does not hasten the onset of firgt intercourse nor increase intercourse frequency.
(See Zdnick and Kim, 1982; Furstenberg et a, 1985; Dawson, 1986; Marsiglio and Moitt,
1986; Ku et a, 1992; Kirby, 1985.)

Overdl technicd guidance was provided by the University of Cdifornia-San Francisco Center
for AIDS Prevention Studies, the Academy for Educationa Devel opment (Washington), and
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Atlanta).

For further information or questions, please contact Kristen Weeks-Norton at the PMI



Sacramento Demondtration Site a (916) 368-3064, or Julia Rosenbaum at the Academy for
Educationa Development, (202) 884-8838.
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xecutive summary

Introduction

In 1993, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) launched a project to
prevent the sexud tranamission of HIV among youth age 25 and under. This project, cdled the
Prevention Marketing Initiative (PMI), includes prevention projects in five demondration Sites
across the country. Since 1994, the Sacramento site's PMI Steering Committee (the
community oversight and planning body for the project) and its staff have been working through
the planning steps to develop a marketing plan. In March 1994, the Council conducted an
extengve stuation andyss and selected a preliminary target audience for the campaign. The
next step was to conduct formative research to better understand and define the audience, to
target specific audience segments and at-risk behaviors.

Research data was collected through 24 focus groups and 40 individud interviews. The target
group for the formative research was teens ages 14 to 18 years and parenting adults of 14-18
year olds, residing in 15 “high-risk” zip codesin Sacramento county. Twenty-one young adult
focus groups, conssting of 166 participants, were conducted. Focus groups were segmented
by age, gender, and sexud orientation. Three parent focus groups, consisting of 22 parents,
were dso conducted. Thirty individud interviews were conducted with adolescents and 10 with
parents.

The research explored the mgor determinants of risk and protective behaviors, looking a
knowledge, attitudes, bdiefs, kills, and practices concerning emerging sexud behaviors.
Parents were included in the research both to explore parenta influences on the topics of
interest, aswell asto gauge parental support for community-based HIV prevention.

Highlights of focus group findings

The 24 focus groups and 40 individud interviews queried a variety of behaviors and interests of
teens. In generd, teens were outspoken about their opinions and idess, offering many important
views and relevant information. The following are key points derived from the andysis of
research findings.

What kids do with their time

Teensinterviewed sated thet they like hanging out with friends both male and femade and of a
vaiety of ages They like“kickin' it.” Some of the activities they engage in include hanging out
a madls, going to the movies, playing music, talking, working, playing sports, getting high or
drunk, flirting, and having sex.



What’s cool

Being cool means “individudity” both within agroup and outside of agroup. It's doing cool
things and having an attitude or agtyle.

I mportance of having areationship

Both mades and femdes say they are not particularly interested in having rdationships. In
actudity, relationships are fairly common. Behaviord norms were gpparent, and varied when
“in” and “out of” areationship. The length of relationships varied widdy (from weeks to years),
but could be considered “serious’ within aredatively short time.

Sexual behavior

A checklist completed by participants indicates that 114 out of 166 teens have had sexua
intercourse. Some have had one partner while others have had multiple partners. The focus
group participants reported that, most often, sex isn't planned, it ”just happens.” This apparent
lack of planning explained unsafe behavior in the minds of respondents. Drugs and acohal often
accompanied sexud activity, and were seen to enhance the sexua experience. Teens report
having sex a avariety of places, some of which include each other’ s houses, in parks, in cars,
at school, and at fast-food restaurants.

Reasonsto have sex

Even though sex is of equa importance to males and femaes, responses indicate gender
differences asto reasons for having sex. Some females report having sex to acquire love, trust,
and atention. Many say they will keep having sex if it is good. Many maes have sex with or
without commitment and will often find someone new if sex is not good of if another willing
person comes aong. Gay and bisexud maes reported wanting relaionships for intimacy and
companionship aswell asfor physicd graification, as did some of the femaesin the study.

Abstaining or delay

The issue of abstinence came up more often from female participants than from maes. For a
few femaes who choose to abstain, they taked about remaining virgins as away to meet long-
term gods, that is, education, career, or marriage. For those who were sexudly active in the
past and now choose to abstain, they either had negative experiences or were changing their
gods and attitudes. In generd, many femaes choose to wait to have sex in anew rdationship,
but not for long, spesking of a ddlicate baance between wanting a male to respect you, getting
to know the guy, and both partners wanting to have sex. Only afew maes interviewed have
decided not to have sex. Both males and females, whether sexudly active or abstinent, respect
girlswho choose not to have sex. Some maes, while respectful of adecison to abstain, would
smultaneoudy go outside of an abstinent relationship for sex.
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Condom use

Both maes and femaes know about condoms and the reasons they are used: to prevent
pregnancy and STDs. Some respondents agppeared to use condoms consistently in dl Stuations.
Those respondents often articulated a strong commitment to dways using condoms. Others
gpoke of condom use in ahighly contextuad manner — using them in some Stuations and not in
others. Many participants, both users and inconsstent users, had a litany of problems or
complaints about condoms.

When the relationship continues condom use tends to decline. Trust isthe key issue raised by
both maes and femaes, once they fed they “know” their partner, condom use diminishes.

Many teens know where to get condoms: at stores, clinics, from parents and from friends.
Some don't like to buy them and believe they are too expensive. Others speak of barriers that
suggest incorrect use: discomfort, breaking, tearing, and so forth. There are severa barriersto
using acondom. They include:

. too much hasde (to put on, interrupts foreplay)

. too inconvenient to get (don’t know where to get them, too expensive, too
embarrassed to purchase)

. trust/love of their partner (we don't need them if we trust each other or have
been tested)

. drug or acohol use (they are hard to use when “wasted,” or participants
“forgot” to use them when high)

. too uncomfortable (mostly for males but for females too)
. will imply person can't be trusted; shows belief that partner may be fooling
around.

Teens don't often discuss using a condom with their partner; condoms just “ gppear” if one or
both partners practice condom use. Discussion was thought to ruin the moment, and little
discussion happened outside of the sexual context. Males and females respect those who
aways use condoms and think they are“smart.” Conversdly, teens expressed disdain for those
who would never use condoms and said they were “dumb” and “dirty.”

AIDS knowledge and salience

Of the 166 focus group participants, 54 mentioned that they knew people personaly who have
or had AIDS. Severd participants mentioned that the people they knew were more than casua
acquaintances, such as uncles, boyfriends, friends, and cousins. Those who have had this
experience tend to be more careful in their sexud practices. AIDS/HIV was very closeto

focus group participants.

Some participants felt they could have been exposed to HIV.



Many participants mentioned that through knowing someone with AIDS they were more aware
of the consequences of getting AIDS and therefore practiced safer sex. For many others, the
linkage between knowing someone with AIDS and adopting protective behaviors was less
clear, as was the relationship between their own percelved risk and safer sex behaviors.

Prevention messages

Many teens expressed that they are not impressed with current messages. Severd say that
messages are often vague, repetitive and not sophisticated. Many say they “talk down,” to them
and are sometimes insulting. Most teens expressed that they want to know the facts, the details
with “truelife’” people, preferably of their own age group. Many mentioned that hearing from
young people with HIV and AIDS was highly effective in catching their attention and provoking
thought about their persond behavior.

Next steps
Thisinformation in conjunction with the other locd, sate, and nationwide datawill be used to

guide the target audience selection and prevention strategies for the Sacramento Demongration
dgte. A prevention intervention is expected by Summer 1996.



ackground

The Prevention Marketing Initiative

In 1993, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) launched a project to
prevent the sexud transmission of HIV among youth under age 25. This project, cdled the
Prevention Marketing Initiative (PMI), includes pilot projects in five demondration Sites across
the country. The Sacramento Demondtration Site is working to develop a socid marketing
project targeted to Sacramento youth.

Since 1994, the Sacramento ste's PMI Steering Committee (a community oversight and
planning body) and its staff have been working through planning steps to develop amarketing
plan. In March 1994, the Council selected a preliminary target audience for the campaign. The
next step was to conduct research to better understand this target audience.

The planning process devel oped for PMI depends on this formative research phase. A
successful socid marketing program studies what influences and motivates given behaviors
among groups of people. Thisinformation guides the design of srategies to affect those
behaviors — ether to change or sustain them over time,

The CDC defined broad behaviord goasto guide PMI. These are:

» Young people who are not engaging in sexud intercourse will continue to abstain.

¢ Young people who are sexudly active but who are @ther in amutualy fathful
relationship with an uninfected partner or use condoms correctly and consstently will
maintain those protective behaviors.

» Young people who are sexudly active and are not in amutudly faithful relationship with
an uninfected partner will refrain from sexua activity, choose nonpenetrative sex, or use
condoms consstently and correctly.

Each PMI demondtration Ste is conducting research to identify youth’s current behaviorsin
order to target youth with appropriate Strategies promoting safer behaviors. The formative
research will be used to define the behaviors that put the target audience a risk, to segment the
target audience, and to set behaviord goals.

The research audience

Each PMI ste systematically reviewed available data, assessed existing community-based
organizations capabilities, and reviewed the overd| palitical environment in order to begin to
narrow the target audience from “dl young adults 25 and younger” (the broadest PMI audience
parameters outlined by CDC) to amore narrowly defined audience that could be reached
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through the PMI intervention.

To begin, the PMI Community Council conducted a Situation andysis, to better understand the
dynamics of HIV in Sacramento. Because accurate HIV seroprevalence data for adolescents
are not avallable, the Stuation anadlysis looked at proxy indicators of HIV risk — teen births and
available data on sexudly transmitted diseases (STDs). Data were examined by zip codes, to
give ingght into the geographic as wel as demographic digtribution of pregnancy and diseese.
Analysis of the available data found that pregnancy and STDs were epidemic for 13-19 year
olds, with amgority of casesfdling into 15 zip codes of Sacramento and Y olo counties. The
dataindicated that this group was mogt at risk for teen births and other STDs, and thus were
practicing behaviors that increased the risk for HIV tranamission.

Looking specificdly at HIV and AIDS satigtics, five reported cases of AIDS are among youth
ages 13 to 19. In addition, a reported 365 young adults, ages 20 to 29, have AIDS. Together,
these represent about 20 percent of all AIDS cases for Sacramento county through November
1995. Taking into congderation the latency period between HIV infection and the development
of AIDS, it can be estimated that many of these young adults may have been infected with HIV
during their adolescence.

Consdering the epidemiologica data and the political environment, an initid target audience cut
was made to include 14-18 year old sexudly active youth, living in 15 zip codesin Sacramento
and Y olo counties. The formative research focused on these 14-18 year old youth.

Purpose of the formative research

The quditative research discussed in this report was conducted in order to supply the PMI
Community Council with information about the target audience to design an HIV-prevention
intervention. The research design sought to characterize the target audience in terms of their
culturd milieu, their current knowledge of HIV/AIDS, their sexua practices and safer sex
behaviors, their perception of risk for acquiring infection and their ability to control the risk,
common and subgroup characterigtics that will be important for the design of promotiona
drategies, and their sources of information on HIV/AIDS.

The request for proposals stated the purpose of the research was to assess the following among
the at-risk 14-18 year oldsin the target audience:

» knowledge, atitudes, vaues, beliefs, skills and practices concerning emerging sexudity
and sexua practices and concerning safer sex behaviors (including condom use);

e senseof future and control of detiny;

» other areasrelated to preventing the sexud transmisson of HIV, as appropriate.



ethodology

Following arequest for proposals (RFP) and a bidding process, the HIV Prevention Studies
Group a the University of Cdiforniaat Davis (UC-Davis) was contracted to conduct focus
groups and individud interviews. The UC-Davis team was sdected by a team comprised of
technical saff from the Academy for Educationad Development and the formative research
subcommittee of the PMI Steering Committee.

The University of Cdifornia Davis Human Subjects Review Committee approved the project in
April 1995. Under the direction of Dr. Nell Flynn, MD MPH, the UC-Davis research team
conducted 24 focus groups and 40 individua interviews during the summer of 1995.

The target group for the formative research was teens ages 14 to 18 years, residing in the
specified 15 zip codes in Sacramento county and their parents. Twenty-one young adult focus
groups, consisting of 166 participants, were conducted. One group of maes admitting same-
sex activity, two groups recruited through church youth groups, and one group of homeless
young people were included in the 21 young adult groups. Three parent focus groups,
congsting of 22 parents, were dso conducted. Thirty individua interviews were conducted with
adolescents and 10 with parents.

Development of instruments

The screening questionnaires, focus group guides, and individud interview guides were
developed by Dr. Olga Gringtead of the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies at the Universty
of Cdifornia-San Francisco. The instruments were adapted to the Sacramento Site by the UC-
Davis research team. After severd revisionsthe find versions contained in the appendix were
agreed upon by the research team, the Academy for Educational Development, and the
formative research subcommittee.

Recruitment of focus group participants

Adolescent participants in the research were to be 14 to 18 years of age, preferably sexually
active, from low-income families, and living in the identified high-risk neighborhoods in the
Sacramento area. While participants were not required to be recruited to represent ethnicity,
the study team ensured the participation of different ethnic groups as are represented in the
target zip codes. Findly, researchers were asked to take into account risk behaviors among
teens, and recruit participants who could present points of view on same-sex behaviors (gay
and bisexud men), dcohol use, and drug use. However, because of the difficulty in accurately
ases3ang teens sexud experience in a screening questionnaire, and to strengthen analysis of
determinants of behavior, youth were not required to be sexudly active to participate in the
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focus groups.

A number of recruitment Strategies were identified and tried with varying degrees of success.
Fliers were digtributed by community agencies, in afew high schools, at the Thursday Night
Market (aweekly summer street fair in downtown Sacramento that attracts large numbers of
teens). The Thursday Night Market recruiting was very successful. Few participants were
recruited from high schools because active recruiting did not begin until aweek before the end
of the school year. Community service agencies in the designated zip codes were al'so
encouraged to send referrds, and focus group participants were asked to refer other teens
(snowball sampling method). These two methods were aso quite successful. One focus group
was formed of homeess youth who live on the banks of the two rivers that run through the city
of Sacramento.

Identification of targeted zip codes

Recruitment efforts focused on finding participants residing in the 15 specific zip code aress. In
the end, two-thirds of adolescent participants lived in the targeted zip code areas, most of the
rest lived in immediately adjacent zip codes. The digtribution of participant zip codes is outlined
below.

Table 1. Neighborhoods of focus group participants

Number
of participants
Area Zip code (total=166)
West Sacramento 95605, 95691, 95616* 36
South Sacramento 95820, 95822, 95824, 95826, 95818* 32
Meadowview 95823, 95828 19
North Highlands 95660, 95842, 95621* 15
Downtown 95814, 95816, 95817+, 95819* 15
Del Paso Heights 95838, 95815, 95833* 7
Rancho Cordova 95670, 95827* 6
Other areas 26
Homeless 7
Unknown 3

* indicates zip code other than target zip code



Composition of focus groups

UC-Davis attempted to congtitute focus groups that were relatively homogeneous within groups
with respect to age (14-16 and 16-18 years of age), gender (all-mae or dl-female groups),
sexua and acohol/drug experience (16 year olds assigned to younger or older age groups
depending on their sexud experience) in order to make participants as comfortable in the group
as possible. Resources were not available to expand the research design to include separate
ethnic segments. Therefore, ethnicity was not used as a criterion for assgnment to a specific
focus group in order to include al ethnicitiesin the research. And because Sacramento PMI
hoped to reach dl ethnicities, rather than limit the intervention to one or two, the additiona
advantage of mixed groups was to eva uate whether there were smilarities among adolescents
of different ethnicities in Sacramento on which to base one community-leve intervention.

There was agood mix in the sample of age, gender, ethnicity, and experience with sex and
acohol/drugs. Fifty-five percent of participants were femde. Fifty-seven percent were people
of color or amember of an ethnic minority. The mgority of youth were sexudly active, but
participation was not limited to sexudly active youth. Experience has shown it is extremely
difficult to accurately screen for sexud activity. Many respondents do not provide accurate
information, and later “confess’ to a different sexua history. Also, for research purposes,
researchers were interested in contrasting the responses of those engaging in penetrative sex to
those not for avariety of variables, to better understand the determinants of risk behavior.
Lagtly, the study hoped to better understand the spectrum of sexua risk and decision-making,
and wanted to include those not having penetrative sex in the data

Table 2. Description of focus groups

Number of groups

Gender Description Ages (total = 24)
Female Heterosexual 14 - 16 7
Female Hetero- and bisexual 14 - 16 1
Female Heterosexual 16 - 18 2
Female Hetero- and bisexual 16 - 18 1
Male Heterosexual 14 - 18 1
Male Heterosexual 16 - 18 3
Male Hetero- and bisexual 14 - 18 1
Male Homo- and bisexual 16 - 18 1
Male Hetero-, homo-, and bisexual 16 - 18 1
Female Churchgoers 14 - 16 1
Male Churchgoers 16 - 18 1
Male and female Homeless, heterosexual 14 - 18 1
Male and female Parents 3




Moderators

Focus group moderators were selected through referras by the formative research team at UC
Davis, members of the PMI Steering Committee, and community service organizations. Mgor
criteriafor selection were experience with focus group methodology and group interview skills,
anticipated apped to participants, and knowledge of HIV and the target population. Three
Caucasian women and one Caucasian male conducted the focus group interviews. Because the
groups were of mixed ethnicity, it wasimpossble to maich ethnicity of al focus group
participants. Almost half of focus group participants were Caucasan, so amatch was achieved
about haf of the time. Gender match was considered, and matched in many groups, the femde
moderators conducted a number of male groups as the male moderator was not available.

Mechanics of the focus groups

The focus groups were conducted according to the protocols approved by the UC-
DavisHuman Subjects Review Committee (Indtitutiona Review Board). Mgor features of the
protocol included: informed consent from both the young person and from her/his
parent/guardian unless S he) met the definition of an emancipated minor under Cdifornialaw or
was 18 years of age; asigned pledge of confidentidity; a thorough and complete description of
the content of the focus group discussions; and areferrd for further information or assistance.

Focus groups were conducted in community service agency facilities located in the areafrom
which participants were recruited. Each focus group was conducted by a moderator, and notes
were taken by an observer, amember of the research staff. Most focus groups were
audiotaped for transcription and andysis. Participants were given food and $25 as incentives

for participation.

Every moderator and observer of the groups was required to complete a statement of their
generd impressions of the group, and particularly intriguing ideas brought out in the group, and
to identify individuasin the group who would provide informative individud interviews.

Individual teen interviews

Sdection criteriafor subsequent individua interviews following the focus groups included:
participants with interesting idess, representatives of aviewpoint that the research team wanted
to explore in more depth, or participants who were particularly articulate and expressive.
Individua interviews were conducted by the focus group moderators or by UC-Davis research
gaff, guided by the individud interview questions. The interviews were purposefully
free-ranging, and lasted about an hour. Interviewees were given $25 for their assistance. Most
interviews were audiotaped and later transcribed for anayss.

Table 3. Demographics of adolescent individual interviewees
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Number of females Number of males

Ethnicity (total = 16) (total = 14)
African American 3 2
Latina/o 1 3
Caucasian 7 6
Mixed ethnicity 5 3

*Interviewees who reported mixed ethnicity said they were Latino/Caucasian (1), African
American/Caucasian (1), African American/Native American (1), Latina/Native American (1), and Native
American/Caucasian (4).

Table 4. Adolescent individual interviewees by age

Number of females Number of males
Age (years) (total = 16) (total = 14)
14 3 1
15 4 1
16 4 3
17 3 4
18 2 5

Demographics of parent focus groups

Three focus groups were conducted with parents of teens. Twenty-two parents participated in
these groups, 15 of whom were mothers. The parents represented diverse socioeconomic
levels and had very different viewpoints on the various topics discussed. However, they worked
in the groups quite well together, “agreeing to disagree.”” One mother was Lating, five were
African American, and eight were Caucasian. Four of the fathers were Caucasian and three
were African American. The parents ranged in age from 34 to 59 and, collectively, were the
parents of 36 adolescents. Some of the parents represented teenagers who had sexua
experiences and used drugs, and some did not.

Demographics of parent individual interviews

Ten individud interviews were conducted with parents of teens. Eight mothers and two fathers
were interviewed. One of African American is the father of three adolescents. The other is
Caucasian and isthe father of two teens. The ethnicity of the mothers were: four African
American, three Caucasian, one Latina. Two mothers did not participate in the focus groups,
one of them was recruited because she is the mother of six children, the youngest is 16. She has
been raisng teenagers continualy snce 1979.
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Process of analysis

Following the transcription of the audiotapes of the focus groups and the individud interviews,
the UC-Davis team reviewed each transcript and added comments from the moderator and
observer notes. The UC-Davis team, together with PM I partners, conducted an extensive
content andlysis of findings. A draft report summearizing the focus groups and the individud
interviews was written, focusing on:

»  Summarization of responses, indicating strength of consensus with a particular viewpoint,
within and between focus groups and individuas, and description of sgnificant divergent
opinions.

» |dentification of barriersto risk-reduction suggested by participants regponses.

» |dentification of potentid facilitators of risk reduction.

» Exploration of the determinants of risk and protective behaviors.

12



nalysis of the respondent quantitative checklist

A short demographic and behaviora checklist was administered anonymoudy to each focus
group participant prior to beginning the focus group. A tota of 166 questionnaires were
completed. This section presents the quantitative analyss of the questionnaires.

Demographics and home life
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Figure 1. Age of focus group participants
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Ethnicity

Focus group participants were from dl the ethnic groups found in the target area. Most
participants were Caucasian, which is dso the largest ethnic group in the area.

Figure 2. Ethnicity of focus group participants
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Sexual orientation

Most participants reported being heterosexua . Specid recruiting assured gay and bisexua
representation in the research activity.

Table 5. Sexual orientation of focus group participants

Sexual orientation Percentage of participants
Heterosexual 89%
Homosexual 3%
Bisexual 4%
Other 4%

14
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Social identification

Participants were asked to identify their socid group(s) from a closed list of group
characterigtics. The most mentioned socid group for self-identifications were “ stoners’,
followed closely by gangs, jocks/cheerleaders, and preppies.

Table 6. Social group of focus group participants

Self-identified social group* Percentage of participants
Stoners 19%
Gangs 16%
Jocks/cheerleaders 14%
Preppies 13%
Academics 6%
Radical/political 5%
Other groups 11%
Many groups 9%
None 17%

* Multiple responses were given by some participants.
Homelife

Two fifths of participants reported living with both parents. About a third lived in sSingle-parent
households, the mgority of these headed by a sngle mother. Y oung adults recruited through
churches were more likely to live with both parents, the “mainstream” young adults were more
likely to live in Sngle parent households.

Table 7. Focus group participants’ living arrangements

Living arrangements Percentage of participants
Parents 40%
Single mother 31%
Parent and step-parent 5%
Other family 6%
Friends 5%
Single father 4%
Homeless 4%
Other 5%
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Mogt participants reported that the parenting adult in the home makesthe rules.

Table 8. Household rulemakers

Rulemaker in the household Percentage of participants
Parent or other adult 82%
Self 8%
Together with parents 6%
No rules 2%
Friends 2%

About 60 percent of the participants reported that the rulemakers have alot of influence over
the youth's behavior

Table 9. Rulemakers’ influence

Rulemakers' influence Percentage of participants
Total 11%
A lot 50%
Some 32%
None 4%
Other or refused 3%
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Sexual behaviors

Eighty-one percent of the focus group participants reported they had willingly engaged in some
kind of sexud activity* (including heavy kissing and petting), and 84 percent of these (114
individuas or 67 percent of the total) reported ever having had ora, vagina or and intercourse.
About athird reported no history of penetrative sex. Homeless youth were more likely to have
had intercourse than the research population overal; young adults recruited through church
were |lesslikely to have had intercourse.

Of the 135 sexudly active participants, 68 percent report sexud activity once a month or more.
Twenty-two percent of the sexudly active participants had sex less than once a month, and 3
percent had had no sex in the last Sx months. In retrospect it is clear that respondents
interpreted this question in different ways. Some reported on frequency of intercourse and
others on frequency of sexud activity, broadly defined.

Respondents recruited through churches were more likely to have sex less frequently than other
respondents. Gay males were aso reporting sex less frequently than their heterosexud
counterparts.

Figure 3. Sexually active focus group participants’ frequency of sex in last six months
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1“Sexually active” is defined as heavy kissing, petting and other sexual activity, and does not
necessarily include intercourse.
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Almogt three fourths of those reporting sexud activity (or 55 percent of the total) reported
having had more than one partner in ther lifetime. Twenty-six percent of the sexudly active
reported six or more lifetime partners. Heterosexua respondents were more likely to have had
severd lifetime partners more than gay respondents. Males reported more lifetime partners
than females. Respondents from single parent homes and homeless youth reported more
partners than respondents from two-parent homes. Little age difference was seen in number of
partners, except at the extremes, where younger respondents had fewer partners and older
respondents more likely to have had more than 10 partners. Again, respondents seemed to
interpret this question differently, some answering the number of partners with whom they had
had intercourse and others the number with whom they had had any kind of sex.

Figure 4. Sexually active focus group participants’ number of lifetime partners
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Four percent of participants reported ever having traded sex for money or drugs.
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Parcentage of participants

100%

Substance use

Most focus group participants have tried alcohol and many have used marijuana. Therewas a
relatively low level of experimentation with cigarettes among the sample. Relatively little “other
drug use’ was reported by participants.

Figure 5. Focus group participants’ ever use of drugs
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Note: Tobacco use was not asked of three focus groups, thus results underestimate use.

Eighty-four percent reported ever using acohol; 90 percent of these (or 76 percent of the total)
had consumed dcohol in the six months prior to the focus group. Participants who reported
drinking in the last six months consumed beer (34 percent), liquor (25 percent), wine (17
percent), or acombination of these (14 percent).

Approximately two-thirds reported ever using marijuana, and 94 percent of these (or 63
percent of the tota) had smoked marijuanain the prior sx months.

A fourth of participants reported illicit drug use other than marijuana, and 85 percent of these
had used drugsin the Sx months prior to interview. The drugs used were amphetamines (54
percent of illicit drug users), hallucinogens (46 percent of users), inhdants (15 percent of users),
and cocaine (10 percent of users).
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Table 10. Frequency of substance use

lllicit drugs
Alcohol Marijuana other than marijuana
Frequency (percentage (percentage (percentage

of 41 participants
who have ever used)

of 104 participants
who have ever used)

of 139 participants
who have ever used)

of substance use
in last six months

None in last six months 10% 7% 15%
Once 5% 9% 17%
Less than once a month 36% 28% 32%
Once a month 16% 2% 10%
Less than once a week 8% 15% 5%
Once a week 12% 9% 7%
More than once a week 10% 14% 5%

4% 16% 5%

Daily

Legal history

More than afourth of participants reported prior arrest; 99 percent of the arrested youth
reported acohol use, 87 percent reported illicit drug use, and 39 percent reported illicit drug
use other than marijuana. Seventy percent of the homeless youth had arrest records.
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mmary of teen focus group findings

Teen self-esteem, social relationships, and activities

Hanging out at friends houses (“kickin' it, going to parties), going to the mdls, coffee shops or
parks, drinking or doing drugs, playing music and participating in sports are some of the most
frequently named activities mentioned across dl focus groups. Most of the teens hang out with
friends/acquai ntances, both mae and female, who are their own age and up to eight years
older.

“1 hang out with older people because younger people or people my age, they
seem to want to compete with you. | try to hang out with people who can help me
out, who can teach me something.” (17 year old male)

“Hang with my friends who are mostly guys about my age. We get loaded and
kick it.” (18 year old male)

“ Pretty much hang out with friends and drink and get high.” (15 year old female)
“We like to hang out at the park, and go over to one of our little coffee shops,
talk and listen to music, drive around people’ s houses, and go to parties.” (14
year old female)
Especidly for femaes ages 14-16, there is atendency to hang out with older males and
females. Some femaes preferred mae companions (friends) for hanging out because they were

seen as more “trustworthy.”

“You have friends from about 13 to 18. School friends are mostly 16.” (15 year
old female).

“| hardly have freshman friends, most of my friends are age 16-22, from
sophomores to graduated and in college.” (14 year old female)

“ Our friends are totally different in age. Most of the guys are a lot older like 20.
The oldest friend is23 and 24.” (16 year old female)

“ 1 don't like to meet new friends because | don’t trust everybody. | trust mostly
guys because the girls are gossiping and stuff.” (15 year old Latino female)
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What' s cool

‘Cool’ and *uncool’ are powerful determinants of teen opinion. Being cool means actingin a
way that attracts favorable attention of peers and entertains them: doing coal things, having an
“atitude’ or syle that othersin peer group find interesting, entertaining, or funny. Cool can
include fashion, music of severd varieties, usng cool language, and body language. 1t may
include going dong with the crowd or it may be “doing your own thing” (individudity),
depending on the circumstances. Y ou can be cool within your own group, but being seen as
uncool by members of other groupsis dso coal within your group. Thereis adudity to
adolescents' thinking with respect to being cool by going aong with the group, versus by being
individudidtic. They say they like being different and individudigtic but the "individudism”
conforms to the norms within the group. This atitude was present in many groups, and it
crossed ethnic lines. 'Young gay or bisexud maes reported fedling less concerned with peer
norms (from the “genera population”) than heterosexua respondents. Fedling aready
“outsde’ the crowd, they said they were comfortable going againgt the normsif they felt
different than the group. Thismay be an artifact of recruitment, as dl participants were
recruited through the Lambda (gay service and support) Center, and therefore may be more
connected to another peer group than other young maleswho are just “coming out” or
experimenting with same sex behavior.

“1n my group we don't really look for fads and stuff, we just wear whatever we
want, really. We don't copy anyone, we try to be originals. If other people are
dyeing their hair green, then we want to dyeit pink. It's just that we want to be
original.” (15 year old Caucasian female)

Words for “cool”: swedt, tight (severd femae groups), tight ass, hdla tight, cous' (like cousin,
to refer to friend who is being cool, femae group), bong, bongest, rad, sick, stoked, killer,
fucked-up, OK, dude, ass, groovy, down, bow, pendicular, that’s atrip, nifty, bitch, raw,
federa, the bomb, C, mon (variation on man), bomb rips, hip, fly.

Words for uncool: don’t go there, bootsie, trash, use swear words, preppy, stupid, foolio,
jankey, dorky, tawdry, she looks like she' s dl bad, trifling, disgusting, suck, loser, dork, nerd,
freak, lame, retarded, studio, domino, whacked, a tweaker, broken, garbage, full rank, dusty,
faulty, hurt, nasty, bitch, raw, hoe, scandless, bag whore, tramp, eat toes, dumb, stupid, jerk,
foul, mark, trick, dry snitch, hood rack, queer, fuck-face, amark, faggot, dry snitch, hood rack.

Dating behavior
Even though femdes often Sated that having a boyfriend was not of great importance, they
were often the ones who were sexudly active. For example, in one female focus group, two 15

year olds and one 16 year old clamed it was not important to have a boyfriend, but the same
femaes were sexudly involved with one or more maes.
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“ Sometimes you get bored and desperate.” (14 year old female)

“Itain’t important, but if you doit’s cool.” (17 year old African American
female)

“1t’s not like you got to have one but you feel kind of empty not having
nobody...it"s not the first thing in the world but it’ s like: where is a boyfriend,
whereis a boyfriend?” (16 year old white female)

“ People go through boyfriends like they go through styles.” (15 year old white
female)

“ Sexischeap, it can last for 15 or 20 minutes and then it is over, and OK, I'll go
home now, it’s nothing, it doesn’t mean anything. (14 year old Native American
female)

Heterosexud mades explicitly stated the importance of “getting” afemae and gppeared to gain
peer satus by having femae sexud partners. Thisaso held true for the one gay/bisexua mae
focus group.

“1 think with men we are just a lot more sexual. It isa lot easier to go to bed with
men than it iswith women.” (16 year old gay white male)

Females, in generd, had a concept of a“relationship” that went beyond sex. Some were dso
quite comfortable talking about the pleasures and/or benefits of ‘casual sex’ without an
accompanying relationship.

Males focused on the sexua benefits of relationships and showed little interest in developing
relaionships for motives other than sex. Maes who did make reference to “ deep” relationships
most often thought that was a future aspiration, not a current god.

Often grudgingly, males perceived that women were ‘ high maintenance in that the boyfriend
was expected to do things for agirlfriend in order to have sex. Having sex without having the
“boyfriend” status meant less obligation and fewer wining and dining activities.

“You are always searching for female companionship. The eternal quest.” (17
year old male)

“It'smore a social requirement.” (18 year old male)
“1t's a weekend hobby” (17 year old white male)

“Most people just be fucking they don’t be going with each other. Try to hook
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them up and get them a freak. . . if they pass away, then go to somebody else.”
(15 year old African American male)

“We accept them aslong as they have a girlfriend.” (17 year old Latino male)

Femaes more than maes talked about “going” with aguy for certain lengths of time. This
“going” period ranged from afew daysto two years a most. Behaviord norms varied when
“in” and “out” of ardationship and the length of relationships varied widdly.

“1"ve had the same boyfriend for almost 10 months. I’mreally happy with being
with himand | am glad that | found him. | think we might stay together forever.
(15 year old white female)

“For my first time that my boyfriend and | were together for like not even two
months. . . but | just wanted to try it, and my friend was doing it so | did it. And
three weeks later we broke up and it was just horrible. (18 year old white female)

Some femaes mentioned that they regret becoming more intimate with boys who were just
friends.

“ Sex ruins the friendship...it blowsit up a friendship a lot of thetime. . . if you
break up you are lucky to stay friends. Isit worth totally trading the friendship for
the other half of the commitment?” (16 year old white female)
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Table 11. Similarities and differences between heterosexual female and heterosexual

male focus group participants

Concept

Females

Males

Hanging out

Activity-centered: skating,
biking, going to the mall, sports,
parties, movies, sitting around
and talking, drinking, smoking
weed, doing other drugs

Activity-centered: skating,
biking, going to the mall, sports,
parties, movies, flirting,

drinking, smoking weed, doing
other drugs.

Importance of sex in dating

Have to have sex to have love
and trust; will keep having sex if
it is good. Sex is an important
activity.

Most automatically have sex
with or without commitment, will
find someone new if sex is not
good or if another person comes
along. Sex is important.

Reasons to have sex

Pressure from boys, to get
attention, to feel loved and
needed, to be more popular.

Impress friends, to prove you
are not gay, feels good, good
activity and cheap.

Abstaining or delay

Will wait for some time in new
relationship, but not too long.

Some decide not to have sex
and respect girls who also
choose not to have sex.

Will stop having sex if:

Sometimes if he found someone
new or went back to old
girlfriend; recently had baby and
does not want more; scared of
boyfriend.

Do not like person anymore; out
of revenge; have too many
partners, knew someone who
died of AIDS

Safer sex

Condom (latex), Depo, Norplant,
birth control, abstinence, trust in
boyfriend.

Condoms and abstinence, trust
in girlfriend; more likely to use if
condoms are free, prefer ribbed

and thin condoms.

Getting the message

Fear of consequences
(pregnancy at young age, HIV or
STDs), illness and death of
someone they know.

Fear of pregnancy and HIV,
scary and believable, with kids
talking to other kids who have
been affected by AIDS or
pregnancy.
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Sexual behavior

Out of the 166 focus group participants, 114 (67%) report on the prescreening checklist that
they have engaged in sexud intercourse. In focus group discussions, most of the participants
admitted they had not planned to have sex their first time nor planned for subsequent times. It
just happens. One male says “ it was like the game mouse trap for me and | had the ball.”
(17 year old white male)

For afew femaes, they asserted that they don’t necessarily start out thinking that they are going
to have sex, but fedings take over, and one thing leads to another.

“1 think that some people maybe start out intending to kiss and everything, but it
just gets carried away. (18 year old white female)

Severd femdes fdt that it may not be worthwhile to yield to the pressure to have sex, because
boys are unfaithful and may just dump you after they get what they want. Othersfelt like they
needed to “trugt” their boyfriend and might lose the boyfriend if they didn't have sex.

“You could lose everything you have in the relationship...the guy could leave.”
(15 year old white female)

A few of the maes sad that the femae has more “ power” in deciding whether to have sex. But
asmple statement of disinterest or “not now” was not dways effective for afemdeto say toa
male when she did not want to have sex. According to both males and femaes, men did not
take “no” to mean “no.” Often, both females and males revealed that the female had to resort to
“hitting, kicking, pushing, and yelling” to get the male to stop.

Gay and bisexud malesfdt that, in generd, males are more sexud than females, suggesting that
both gay and heterosexud men aren’'t able to choose abstinence.

Common terms for having sexud intercourse used by both mae and female focus group
participants were: bud, boff, doing it, bump and grind, fucking, screw, hide the salami, monkey
dance, freakin' it, bump and burn, yanking, Mikey climbed a tree, Mikey went in the garbage,
damming it, damming 'em, killing’em, ick, being trashy, getting busy, getting it on, got ahump
on, heeting it up, hittin’ *em, fucking it, get some ass, making love, sixty-nine, hit her insdes,
boatie job, bestin’ that shit up, poundin’ it, boning, afling, blow job, suckie yuckie, hubba
hubba, tooky wooky, pootah, getting laid, getting pussy, give me kabba, getting laid, bone,
bumping, hippos, in the sticks, booty call, midnight call for sex.

Terms for sexud intercourse were considerably more violent from male participants than femae
participants, they included: fuckin' hippos, dabbing guts, in the gticks, hittin’ it, pumping heads,
butt fuck, getting pussy, killin’em, giving your nut away, ripping up gut, turn the shit up.
However, one participant cdlaimsthat if he were “inlove’” he would use the words “ making
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love”

“1f it were somebody you just met on the street, | would call it fucking, but if it's
somebody you love and everything then it’s called making love.” (17 or 18 year
old male)

Females on the other hand were more likely to use the terms: intercourse, dating, making love,
having sex, screwing, deeping around, fucking, nailed, Humma Humma, Freek, Bump and
grind, Bonin', get a hump on, ho-ing, get some ass.

There was some stigma againg femades who are very sexudly active; little sigmawas
expressed againgt sexualy active maes.

Why teens have sex

Across the groups, responses were smilar for why teens have sex. They reported to have sex
because of:

o pressure from boyfriend or girlfriend that eventudly wears you down, and from friends
in generd

e physcd attraction and desire

e demondration of love

» emotiond rewards: love, atention, closeness, and intimacy

e curiosty.

For sexud relaions to continue, both males and femaes say it depends on whether the sex is
good, not boring, and if the interest continues. The maes say they have sex because it feds
good, relaxes you, and makes you feel good about yourself.

Wher e teens have sex

There were avariety of places mentioned across groups where teens are having sex. These
include their bedroom, their partner’ s bedroom, a friend’ s bedroom, in homes, in cars, in the
park, at theriver, at school in the bathroom, and in the bathrooms of loca fast-food restaurants
including Taco Bdll, McDondd's and Burger King.

AIDS/HIV knowledge

Overdl, teens demonstrated fairly good knowledge about HIV disease transmission and
protection. Mde participants knowledge was generally less than females, with maes
mentioning a number of incorrect modes of transmission. Most confusion was around other
types of “bodily fluids’ — pus, urine, and so forth. A few maes dso expressed skepticism that
al theinformation they had recelved was true.
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“Like, | think you could catch it, like, a lot more ways than they are telling you. |
think you can get if from touching somebody.” (Male, 14-18 year old group)
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Some maes were flippant when discussng AIDS, one referring to AIDS as “Hemorrhoidal
Inflation Vdue” Gay mdeswere generdly more informed than heterosexud maes.

There was poor knowledge of the HIV risk hierarchy. Therisk of ora sex was often discussed
among participants, with little concluson.

Salience of HIV

AIDSHIV was very close to focus group participants. Of the 166 focus group participants, 54
mentioned that they knew people personaly who have or had AIDS. Severd participants
mentioned that the people they knew were more than casua acquaintances, such as uncles,
boyfriends, friends, and cousins.

“| really didn’t understand the magnitude of it until my friend got AIDS. He died
of it.” (15 year old white Caucasian male)

“1 have afriend, | have an auntie, she died of AIDS. She used to use drugs,
heroin. And one of my cousin’s friends she has AIDS and is still having babies
and still having unprotected sex.” (15 year old African-American female)

“You want to understand it because when you see somebody die that you know. |
mean thereis anger but at the same time you want to reach out to other people
and you want to let them know what is going to happen.” (14 year old white
female)

“1 had an uncle that was my first exposure to it. And watching him go through all
that (like when his T-cell count went down) opened up my eyes that this can
happen to anybody.” (17 year old Latina female)

“My friend had AIDS and a family member had it too. He got it from shaving, he
used the same razor blade that the guy had bloody and 3 years|later he found out
he had AIDSand now heishella sick.” (16 year old Latino male)

Some participants felt they could have been exposed to HIV.

“You know that you are not invisible, you are here on earth. You have a chance to
get it from anyone else as much as they have a chance from getting it from you.”
(15 year old African American female)

Many participants mentioned that through knowing someone with AIDS they were more avare
of the consequences of getting AIDS and therefore practiced safer sex. For many others, the
linkage between knowing someone with AIDS and adopting protective behaviors was less
clear, as was the unclear relationship between their own perceived risk and safer sex behaviors.
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“1 think some teenager s think they are invincible...Personally | think | am going
to dieand | may die of AIDS and that would be very scary. Nobody wantsto die
SO try to protect yourself and try to avoid getting it. That is the best you can do.”
(17 year old Latino male)

Condom use
Teens do gppear to have a high level of awareness about condoms and safe sex. Many of the
sexually active teens have used condoms at least one time. Overdl, focus group participants
were knowledgesble about condom availability and their vaue in preventing disease and
pregnancy. Some said they used condoms congstently in al stuations. These maes and females
were adamant about the importance of aways usng condoms.
“1t's my way or the highway.” (17 or 18 year old white male)
“ Like these people say using a condom is interrupting the passion and that you
have to stop. But if you really care for that person it shouldn’t matter. | think it
really shows that you really care for that person you have sex with if you do ask

for a condom. (17 year old Latino male)

Others reported sporadic condom use; for these teens, condoms were used morein certain
Stuationsthan in others.

Condom use in the context of “serious’ and “ casual” relationships

Focus group discussionsindicated that condom use decreased as the duration of the
relationship increased.

“Not all the time. . . but most people | know it is, like, “ try” as much as
possible.” (15 year old white female)

Reasons for not using condoms included:
e trust/love of the partner
“1 know that, most people, that their first time or they did it without a condom
once, they don’t want to use a condom and they end up not using one. They trust
their partner.” (18 year old African American male)

» inconvenience of putting on the condom, interruption of foreplay

“| hate when you have to get up and throw the wrapper away. You can’t just
leaveit laying in your bed to add to your collection.” (16 year old white female)
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e drugsor dcohol

“ Sometimes you drunk and you sometimes forget about it or it’stoo confusing.”
(18 year old Latino)

“When you're frying, that shit'shard.” (14 year old white/Latino male)
» access (lack of access to purchase or more often, not available at moment)

“It's hard to get them there, because where | live they won't sell them.” (15 year
old white female)

“ Some guys forget them on purpose so they won't have to use them.” (15 year
old white female)

» embarrassed and scared to buy or use

s expengve
Some participants spoke knowledgeably about proper condom use. Respondents were not
asked to demonstrate or describe proper condom use, so there is no way to estimate correct
knowledge of condom use other than through interpreting the number of “bad things’ mentioned

below that are outcomes of improper use.

Most participants knew that the latex condom was the safer and more effective condom to use.
Some mae participants mentioned using thinner or ribbed condoms to preserve “the fed.”

Barriers and negative attributes of condoms
When specifically asked about negative things associated with consstent condom use, both
male and femd e participants showed skepticiam, including arange of answers around condoms

as ineffective, breaking/leaking, hurting, decreased sensation or improper use.

“ Some guys can't stay up and don’t feel comfortable, and therefore the sex sucks.”
(16 year old white female)

“When you have sex with a condom, it rubs...you can get a yeast infection or a
bladder infection...and a man can get a rash froma condom.” (17 year old African
American female)

From afew participants, condom use was associated with distrust or lack of respect.

“ One of the reasons | don’t like using condoms with my boyfriend is because it makes
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me feel cheap. It makes me feel like if we use a condom then he can go out and sleep
with anyone else.” (18 year old white female)

“ He thought | was messing around with somebody else. It cost me the relationship.”
(15 year old white female)

Benefits and positive attributes of condom use

Condoms were generaly recognized as providing protection from pregnancy and STDs.
Condom use in generd is associated with pregnancy prevention more than reducing the risk of
HIV/AIDS and other STDs. But participants talked about preferring the ease of pills or
Norplant for birth control as opposed to condoms.

A few participants, of both genders, mentioned mutua respect when making a conscious effort
to use condoms.

“ Respect for your partner and respect for yourself.” (14 year old white female)

Talking about condoms

Taking about usng a condom is not acommon practice for teens. The generd feding is that
discussion ruins the moment and makes things seem too planned. A number of respondents,
particularly female, ft there was no “good” time to talk with partners about condom use. Talk
before a rdationship had become sexua implied promiscuity, and talk during sex was aturn-
off. Introducing condomsinto an dready sexud relationship implied infiddlity or lack of trust for
both males and femdes.

“Yeah, if you're just kissing and you don’t know if you' re going to go that far. You're
not going to say: ‘Do you have a condom? Because that makes you, makes the guy
think, oh boy, okay, 1’1l plan on it. You don’t bring it up that soon.” (16 year old
white female)

However, thereis ahigher sense of control and sdlf-esteem connected with those who discuss
the issue with their partners.

“ Sometimes women aren’t very persuasive. | mean sometimes the guys just don’t
want to wear the condom. . . They try hard to say, ‘you really need to wear this' and
itisjust sort of like okay he doesn’t want to wear it.” (17 year old Latina female)
another participant adds* He goes, | will pull out.” (16 year old white female)

Attributes of condom users and non-users
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Reaction to male who always uses condoms

Almog dl mae and femde participants sooke pogtively of someone who indstson using a
condom dl the time. The most common reactions to amale who aways uses a condom were;

e ‘“gmat’ and

* ‘“responsble’
Other commentsincluded “educated,” “coal,” “greet guy,” “level-headed or thinking,”“safe” “a
regular person,” “caring,” “knows what he is talking about,” “does’t matter,” “afriend,” “I'd
love him,” “respectful.” But afew femde participants had negative association with congstent
condom use, suggesting that “maybe guy is scared or has something.”

Reactions to a female who insists on using a condom

Asfor maleswho aways use condoms, both genders positively described afemae who dways
inggts on condom use. The most commonly mentioned word to describe a girl who aways uses
acondom was “smart.” Other descriptors included: “has sense’ (and “good head”),
“protecting sdf” (or “safe’), “thinks,” “respect for salf,” “responsible,” “good will power,”
“gdrong,” “health conscious”

Some males spoke of respect or trust for femaes ingsting on condom use. But as with the
question about males who adways use a condom, afew participantsinferred that agirl aways
ingsting on condoms was not to be trusted.
Reactions to a male who refuses to use a condom
Many maes used the terms “ stupid or dumb” to describe another male who refusesto use a
condom. Most other words used by both genders to describe a mae who refused to use a
condom were negative; most common were:

o “jerk”

o “digrespectful”

o ‘“digging hisgrave’
Other words maes used to describe other males were “dirty,” “dut,” “sefish,” and “scary.”

Some of the terms females used to describe males who do not use a condom were:

o “dupid’ (includesimbecile, ignorant, and idiot)
o ‘“jerk/asshole”’

Other words femaes used included: “irrespongible’ (dso mentioned were
cardess/dangerous/insane), “no sdlf respect,” “disrespectful.”
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Three maes used the term “dl right” to describe amae who will not use a condom.

Reactions to a female who never wants to use a condom

Mostly negative terms were used to describe a girl who did not want to use a condom; the most
common words were:

e “dupid’ or “dumb’

e ‘“ho/dut’

* “irrespongble’ (includes not thinking)
Also mentioned were: “dirty,” “she wantsto get pregnant,” “needs help or education,” “AlIDS
candidate,” “suicidd,” “deeping around,” and “horny.” In addition to the above comments from
both mae and femaes, other male reactions showed fear and distrust.

o “Shemus have areason; sheisout to get you.”

e “l wouldn't touch her.”

e “I"d be scared; can’t touch her.”
Condom access
Most participants were aware of placesto get condoms. Some mentioned access as abarrier
to using condoms congigtently, but not having one at the ‘right time’ seemed more of a problem

than inability to get condoms.

“| went to the store and | went looking for themand | couldn’t find them.” (16 year
old African American female)

Males more s0 than femal es appeared to be deterred in using a condom due to their expense.
A few thought it was not worth having sex if they were forced to buy condoms, and others said
if the female wants to use condoms, she will buy them hersdf, or at least she should buy them.

Some of the places mentioned to get condoms were:

e Clinics
“You all get condoms free at the AIDS Foundation.” (18 year old white female)

¢ Stores
e Friends

“1 got a friend that if | give him some weed, he will give me a whole big box.” (18
year old white male)
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“ My friends pass themaround.” (17 year old Latina)
e Paents

“They are very available. My mom has a drawer in her house that iswhere | go to
use them.” (15 year old white female)

Abstinence and sexual delay

Theissue of abstinence came up mostly from female focus group participants. The main reason
females chose to delay initiation or abstain is out of fear of pregnancy, STDs or HIV. Another
key reason females mentioned to abstain is due to life plans or goas. Severa mentioned
wanting to graduate from high school, go to college, work and get married the “right way.”

“ Abstinence: not the easiest way, but definitely the best.”

Many participants said they knew someone who was abstaining from penetrative sex. Of those
who spoke in focus groups about abstaining, they did not report this as a choice for disease
prevention, but as a persond choice not to have intercourse at the present time. Although many
of the teens knew individuas who were not sexudly active, there was strong agreement that
once sex had been initiated, abstinence was not an option: “ Thereis no going back.” These
responses were heard across gender, ethnicity, age, and sexud orientation. The exception to
this belief was expressed by young women who were either currently pregnant or who aready
had children. Some teens are avoiding penile penetration, while engaging in other (presumably
lessrisky) sexud activity. There were few sdlf-reports of this behavior; dthough it was
mentioned in anumber of groups that teens were aways talking about others choosing this
option.

“We just talked and we agreed that we were not going to do it. He'snot a virgin
but I amand | want to maintain that. It depends on the person and how much
respect you have for one another.” (16 year old white female)

“ Take responsibility in whatever actions you do. You know you get on his bus and
you know it is the wrong bus. You know you are going to be late going home. At
16 you are half grown at age 18 you are legally grown. You have got to take
responsibility.” (15 year old African American female)

Some girls talked about the negative consequences of abstinence, ranging from losing the
boyfriend to being forced to have sex.

“ Or he could cheat on you and get it somewhere else.” (15 year old white female)

“ Or he can say, well | want to have sex anyways and just take advantage of you
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and hold you down or something.” (15 year old white female)

“Thisone guy he, like, liked me or something, and he couldn't believe that | have
never done any of these things. He's like: ‘you'relying, and | know you're lying.’
and he' stalking to hisfriend: ‘she’sjust lying.” | go: ‘you know, you don’t have
to believe me, it’ s not like I’ m going to do anything with you anyway, so.” It used
to bother me because they couldn’t believe it, and they said that | was a liar; but |
don’'t really let that bother me now, because it's my life.”

Some sexudly active teens thought abstinence messages from the media, parents, and friends
were unredigtic and that those who said that they abstain are not telling the truth.

“ What they mostly try to get across to teenagersis abstinence. And my point of
view [is] that[ this] isreally one-sided.”

Drugs and alcohol and their effect on safer sex practices

Drugs and acohol are readily available and often used by teens. Most participants are at least
drinking acohol or smoking marijuana with some regularity, but severd are dso doing LSD
(acid), “crank” (an amphetamine), crack (cocaine), and Ecdasy.

Having sex while drunk or stoned is so common practice among these participants. Some
participants say it makes them less inhibited and it is fun, others say it makes them last longer,
and some people clam not to remember much. Both maes and femaes mentioned that girls
may use “being high or drunk” as an excuse to have sex. Severa mae participants indicated
that one way to get agirl wasto get her high.

“1t’skind of fun you know.” (14 year old Native American female)

“ Girls are not beyond judgment, they are just inebriated but they use it as an
excuse...like ‘oh I’'mloaded’...” (18 year old Asian male)

“| have heard stories from parties of how people that are just friends and stuff
that to me don't like each other very much and they are doing some really
intimate things. So | see the effect of it [drugs or alcohol] sometimes. And the
stories live on throughout the rest of the school year about these people or
something just because of that one night that they got drunk. (16 year old white
male)

“Likeonenight | got drunk and did it and | just felt like I had no respect for
myself and | was cheap.” (15 year old white female)

“1 just wish somebody was there and slapped me...I have one friend and | thank
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her a lot of times because she has been there when | was drunk and just like
pulled me out and said ‘what are you doing’” (14 year old white female)

Not being “taken advantage of” and “knowing red fedings’ are some of the reasons
participants chose not to be drunk or stoned while having sexud intercourse.

“1f you are drunk you can be taken advantage of because you have no idea what
you are doing. You can never remember anything.” (14 year old white female)
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Channels of communication
Sources of AIDS/STD information

Participants are getting information from a variety of sources, schoals, libraries, clinics, doctors,
educated people, parents (mostly mothers) that they can trust, siblings, science
teachers/counsglors, movies/TV shows, and friends. Some participants mentioned that they
would not rely on parents, who may want the youth to get tested and may ask too many
questions. Many others depend on parents for information and advice. Teens often mention the
importance of “credible’ sources of information, implying or stating that they ignore information
from unreliable sources. In terms of credibility, participants often sate that they wouldn’t
necessaxily believe afriend their own age unless they had a direct experience with an STD or
HIV.

“Most of the stuff should come from adults or teachers and your mom and stuff.
But like the stuff your friendstell you or people who are not entirely your friends
you can't really be sure of.” (14 year old white female)

“Usually in my group, | amthe one they ask. Just because of my mom and the
things she has taught me. And some of my friends go to my mom actually.” (15
year old African American female)

Thefollowingisalist of specific media sources that focus group participants mentioned as
having an impact and providing helpful information:

. From the media (television documentaries, redistic movies/videos, dramatic and
to-the-point ads, news stories, idol or favorite star, magazines/books)

. Schools (libraries, counsdlors, nurses, teachers, classes)
. Parents (if informed and credible, and without pressure on teen)

. Friends (if trustworthy and non-biased)

. From an infected person of the same age group
. From an infected person in generd (a person they know or a star)
. From explicit/scary/redidtic descriptions

Few differences were noted by age, gender or ethnicity. Gay or bisexual maes differed
somewhat from their heterosexua peers when identifying sources of HIV/STD information.
Many noted AIDS related agencies (e.g. the AIDS Foundation) as sources of information
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about HIV while the heterosexua respondents were more likely to talk about teachers, hedth
professonds and generd information sources. This also may reflect recruitment, asal
participants were recruited through a gay community center.

Participants had strong opinions on improving prevention messages. Most participants want to
hear messages directly from the source “people who redly have AIDS.” Many participants
mentioned that it is best to relay information through Smilar age groups and lifestyles. The
messages should be clear, to the point, and not talk down to the age group through acting or
cartoons. Messages should show the “drama and consequences/ debilitation” of the disease.
Repetitive messages were criticized.

“Basically do it by giving realization to scare you. It isto show you that | could do
unsafe sex once and this is what happened to me. You waste away and that is
what is scary. Your body startsfailing.” (16 year old white female)

Most teens say hearing “true stories’ about people like Magic Johnson or Easy E or seeing
movieslike A Place For Annie, Kids or Philadel phia made sgnificant impact on thelr lives.
They would like their favorite shows to have stories on AIDS acted out by their favorite stars.

“1 think a lot of messages like commercials we can’t relate to any of them. The
people they have in commercials, the kind of activities they are doing, we can’'t
relate.” (17 year old male)

“You need to think about it, like | saw this lady on a talk show and she said just
assume everybody you come in contact with has AIDS. . . that will make you cut
down on who you have sex with.” (15 year old white female)

“1 didn’t like the cartoons on AIDS. . . it was too unreal.” (17 year old white
male)

“1 think it isreally frustrating when teachers and stuff try to beat around the
bush. And they are trying to like not say how you really get it and everything like
that. Because they really don’t want to talk about sex and everything. And | think
itisirritating. (15 year old white female)

“ And just like that movie, A Placefor Annie. It just really made me cry, because
there are so many irresponsible people out there that are having unsafe sex. | can
say honestly I've had a lot of unsafe sex, but | get tested every six months. |
stopped having unsafe sex, because | don't want to catch it. | have goalsand
dreams | want to succeed in.” (Female)

“ ... have you seen the movie, Kids, that was just out? ... It was about a young
teenager, a young group of kidsin New York City, and these werereal kids, in
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fact, some of my friends know them. It's sad, because they arereally like this, it
was the environment that the kids were in and stuff. And this girl found out she
had AIDSand it was from her first sexual experience with thiskid that was
sleeping around and thought he would sleep with virgins and he would be fine,
and all this stuff. It was the scariest movie... | walked out and it's like my heart
was beating and | thought | was going to, it was so scary. | had already made the
decision to abstain. But this movie scared the hell out of everyone. | hate being
scared, no one wants to be scared, but it works. It was good because we could
relatetoit. It was the same sort of scene that we hang out in. The party
afterwards, then they had the subtle rape scene, she was passed out. They
showed the girl screaming, and fighting him off, and it wasn't like that it was
very subtle. It is much more common around, | know, kids my age. People don't
consider it rape.. because she was passed out....It was a really good movie. ...But
they wouldn't let minors seeit. Made mereally angry... You'd think the people
they weren't letting in would be the people it would help the most. The people that
were criticizing it were the parents. They go ‘ my kids don't do that, they should
not be seeing this stuff.” But it's not true. It didn't glamorize drugs or anything,...
everything looked so gross and disgusting and ugly. But it was, like, wow, that's
what it really looks like the next morning. It looks that ugly and gross. It was not
glamorizing. It was scary.” (18 year old female)

“1 think there needsto be more like reality up in the messages. Not just repetitive
things because then you just start blowing them off" (Male, 15-18).

"A lot of people are concentrating on ‘Don't have sex, don't have sex, don't have
sex,” when people aren't going to stop having sex. It should be * Safe sex’, not
‘Don't have sex'." (18 year old female)

Future aspirations

When asked about the future, the most common responses were professional aspirations. Other
future hopes expressed were to finish school and to have afamily. Little difference was noted
by gender, age, or ethnicity. Teenswith aspirations for the future were more likely to be
abgtaining from sex. It is uncertain whether there was any association between future aspiration
and consistent condom use.
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mmary of the homeless focus group

Most of the responses from participants in the “homeess’ focus group are smilar to the other
focus groups. The following are some of the highlights:

¢ Nineout of 10 knew someone who has or had HIV/AIDS

*  Respondents got information on HIV/STDs from relatives, planned parenthood, medica
personnel, friends and pamphlets.

» Used somewords for sex that were not mentioned in other groups. “tooky wookie” and
“hubba hubba.”

*  Were mixed about whether sex was just “sex” or “making love”’

“ Making love is when you do it with passion and love not just wham bam thank
you ma’am.” (14 year old white female)

“ Kids don't make love, they have sex.” (18 year old African American male)
“You can be going out with somebody for a few months, you are not making love
but you are having sex because you can’t say you love that person.” (18 year old
African American male)
o Six paticipantssay itis“bad” not to be exclusive with the person you are seeing
“That isa shame.” (17 year old white female)

“That isalow down dirty thing.” (18 year old African American male)

» Both maesand femaesin this group were more mild about the extent they had to go to get
their partner not to have sex

“You can't force them.” (15 year old white male)
“Why force the issue if you can just find somebody else” (14 year old Latina)
« All but one participant uses drugs or acohol when having sex

“| always have sex when I’m loaded not no weed or anything but when | am
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drunk and that’s about it.” (18 year old white female)

Six out of 10 participants claim to use condoms. One African-American male and one
Caucasian male admit to not using condoms.

“You don't get the true feeling with a condom.” (18 year old African American
male)

Two participants sad they talk about using a condom with their partner

“1f we are going to be doing this, then you are just going to have to use a
condom.” (17 year old white female)

They have the same complaints about using a condom, which include, “it rips,” “it doesn't
fit,” it dowsthings down,” and “it dips off.”

Hopes and dreams are Smilar but aso more drastic, such as“Don't want to go to the pen,”
and “want to win the lottery.”
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mmary of parent focus groups and parent
individual interviews

HIV/AIDS knowledge

Mogt of the parents had a good level of knowledge of HIV/AIDS. The focus group containing
al femde participants had a very interesting discussion about ethnicity and HIV education, and
participants were very aware that ethnic minority communities have been significantly affected
by the disease and neglected by service providers.

“ S0 everybody that | have seen that is getting help is not of the Afro/American,
Latino and other minority groups.”

However, there was confusion about testing and the window period, and about life expectancy
after diagnosis.

Sexual behavior

The acceptable age to sart engaging in sexud activity varied widdly. However, most of the
parents seemed to believe that 16 to 18 years old was reasonable. “ Yeah, my expectation is
25. And my reality is 18.” At the sametime, they believed that most kids become sexudly
active at 12 or 13 years old. Many of the parents were aware of their children's sexua
activities

“1 know right now, he wants to be like his buddies and go and see, as he puts it, how
many women he can fuck before he settles down. | don’t care for it.”

Many thought their children were not sexudly active, especidly the younger ones. Some
parents believed that teens continued sexud activities “because it feds good” and because of
“ppeer pressure sometimes.” However, severd of the parents discussed sex as a means of
fedling accepted or loved:

“ At that moment for them they feel close and that closenessis what is going to make
themdo it again. And the desire to have closeness.”

Drug/alcohol use

The mgority of the parents believed that their kids had used or were using drugs and/or
acohol. The most common response was that they had tried acohal.
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“| think they might have tasted a beer once in a while, just to see what it tastes like.
Because | know my daughter said it tasted yuck.” (Individual interview, Caucasian
father)

“1 know my daughter has experimented, explored alcohol. Even in my presence she's
asked me about tasting the champagne or the mimosa or something like that.”
(Individual interview, African American mother)

They believed that kids in general start using dcohol/drugs at 12 or 13 years old or sometimes
younger (one daughter started usng marijuana a age nine). The extreme was expressed by one
recovering-a coholic mother who stated that her daughter drank heavily with her from the age
of two to the age of four. Severd participants had an addiction history and were quite
knowledgeabl e about drug/alcohol issues.

Sources of information

Parents mentioned the following as sex and/or drug information sources for teenagers.

e dinics
¢ meda
¢ school
e peers

¢ someone who has been there

e printed materid

o parents.

Most of the parents said they had discussed sex and/or drugs with their teenagers. However,
some said they had not specificaly discussed HIV and other STD prevention.  Other parents
not only discussed prevention, but provided condoms to their teens. Most of the parents felt
they knew what their kids were doing, but felt that most other parents did not.

It was fairly unanimous that parents believed it is primarily the parents job to discuss sex and
drug issues with kids, and secondarily the schools' job.

“1 think a parent or parents, they just need to talk to their children. And anyway,
| mean, if it'sfor drugs, if it'sfor sex, for anything, thereis a need for
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communication.” (Individual interview, Latina mother)

Generdly, the parents believed that printed materids, such as pamphlets, were ineffective.
Some fdlt school programs were ineffective:

“Theinstructorsare not trained. They are, like ... a gymteacher or an English
teacher that has to teach this segment. They don't have an educator or HIV
educator teaching the class. And | think that is where they fail.” (Mother)

This sentiment echoed many teens' requests for more redlistic and accurate messages and
appropriate message Sources.

Another sentiment expressed by teens that was echoed by parents was the need for sex/ drug
education to begin by sixth or seventh grade. Parents dso fdlt that peers should be involved in
educetion.

“We underestimate just how mature young people are and how smart they are.
How about asking them how to get the message across? Making [them] part of
the solution rather than the focus of the problem?” (Individual interview,
Caucasian mother).

However, one parent pointed out that it is not just age dependent, it isimportant to know what
gtage of development the child is at:

“1 think that we should start at an age when the child feels, when a child asks a
guestion, but we need to be sensitive to what that child really may be asking....a
little three or four year old, whatever, asks ‘where do | come from?’, and you go
through this grand explanation and all they wanted to know is... from me and
your dad.” (African American mother)

Condom availability

Parents were generadly in agreement that condoms should be more readily avallable and
advertised publicly. One parent suggested that condom use is related to accessibility:

“1 think if it was easier to get them free, then they would be more likely to use
them. And they could get them from a source, like maybe at their gym...just like
girls buy their toiletries. At gyms and schools you could also put up a vending
machine.” (Caucasian father)

One mother said condoms should be advertised on radio and tdevison “ because that is what

the masses are looking &, they’relooking a TV, they're ligtening to theradio.” Another
mother agreed with the idea of condom ads on televison:
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“1’ ve seen some commercials on HIV and condoms. | think they need to happen
as often as feminine hygiene products [ads]. You can talk to me about
Massengill, you ought to be able to talk to me about condoms. Perhaps | won’t
need the Massengill.” (African American mother)

Some of the parents had specific suggestions for HIV-prevention messages:

» Eachtype of high-school class could present information appropriate to its regular
indruction: biology: T-cdlsand how HIV effects the immune system, experiments with
rats to show how immune suppressing disease deteriorates the body, etc.  (Individua
interview, African-American mother)

*  Messages should be ethnically gppropriate. (Individud interview, Latina mother)

*  Messages should be gender specific

» Devedop aprevention video game: advancement earned by avoiding HIV; Stuations based
on risk situations, e.g., you meet someone desirable, have no condoms, must go back three
milesfor a condom: what is your choice?

o Edablish a 1-800 hotline for youth that answers. where is the nearest condom?

One parent succinctly stated what was an overwheming undertone from the parents groups and
interviews.

“They listened and understood, but it’s, like, not real for them. Because they can't
see it happening to them. It’ s like something off in the distance [that] may or may
not happen. They're smart, so it’s not going to happen to them, you know.
Children have that type attitude.” (African American mother)
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ppendix B. Discussion of focus group findings

by Dr. Neil Flynn, Principal Investigator, HIV Prevention Studies,
University of California, Davis

The following discussion was prepared by Dr. Neil Flynn, Principal Investigator of the
focus group study. Because it provides interpretations that draw on data sources and
analyses beyond the scope of the study, it is provided as an appendix to the main report.
The discussion does not necessary represent the views of the entire research team.

Concept 1. Social relations, sparetime activities, dating attitudes and behaviors,
what’s“ cool”

Discussion:

Focus group respondents and individuds stated that they meet their friendsin a variety of
ways, including school, while hanging out, and through older siblings. They spend time with
friends of either gender, usudly the same age or older, but usualy not with younger if this can
be avoided. For the mgority, friends were more important than boyfriends or girlfriends.
Females, especidly, reported spending time with older men, older boyfriends. Femaes dso
mentioned spending time with their families. Ethnicity of afriendship group can be mixed,
though our impression is that this is more an attitude than a behavior.

Y oung gay men reported pending time with gay as wdl as“straight” friendsin a school setting,
but mostly with other gaysin their spare time. They aso reported socidizing a the gay
community center (however, this may smply reflect the fact that most of them were recruited
from the gay community center). Homeless youth (recruited at a center serving homeless youth)
gpent alot of time socidizing and carrying out daily hygiene a  the home ess youth center.

Getting drunk, high, “loaded” is amgjor pastime, across gender, age, ethnicity, and sexua
experience lines, dthough proportionately more women's groups mentioned it than did men's
groups. Another universd activity is‘hanging out’ with afriend, watching videos, taking,
ligening to an edectic mix of music, going to mdls, i.e, “just kickin' it”.

Barriersto HIV risk-reduction: Females hang out with (and have sex with) older maes,
increasing the risk of encountering an HIV-infected mae. Y oung gay men avoid straight teens,
percaive themselves to be marginaized, and may be more susceptible to entering a sexud
relationship out of need of companionship. Y oung females aso expressed that they would enter
asexud relationship in order to have companionship.
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Facilitators of risk reduction: Apped to the strong sense of belonging to a friendship group.
Teens available for intervention a malls; listen to music frequently, and singers or groups are
influentid; teen centers reach “specid” highest risk  populations (homeess and young gay
men).

Exploring “ cool”
Discussion:

‘Cool’ and *uncool’ are powerful determinants of teen opinion. Being cool means actingin a
way that attracts favorable attention of peers and entertains them — doing cool things, having
an “attitude’, or syle, that othersin peer group find interesting, entertaining or funny. Cool can
include fashion (baggy clothes; grunge dressing; brand clothes such as Adidas, Reebok, Polo
and Timberland), music of severa varieties (hip-hop, oldies, rap, R&B, techno), using cool
language and body language. It may include going along with the crowd or it may be *doing
your own thing” (individudity), depending on the circumstances. Y ou can be cool within your
own group, but being seen as uncool by members of other groupsisaso cool. Thereisa
dudity to adolescents thinking with respect to being cool by going adong with the group, versus
by being individudidtic. They give lip service to being different and individudigtic but, in redlity,
the “individudisam” actudly conformsto the “norms’ within the group. For example, itisan
individud thing, and cooal, to have pink hair, but thisis in the context of a group of peerswho dl
dyetheir hair unusud colors. “In my group we don't really look for fads and stuff, we just
wear whatever we want, really. We don’t copy anyone, wetry to be originals. If other
people are dyeing their hair green, then we want to dye it pink. It’s just that we want to
be original.” Pink iscoal, and it is your own color, o you are being yoursdf, an individud,
even though, in redity, you are doing what the group is doing. This attitude was present in many
groups, but especidly prominent among sexudly active young femaes, and it crossed ethnic
lines

Barriersto HIV risk-reduction: Being drunk or highisamgor barrier to HIV risk-reduction.
It is seen as cool, and contributes to increased sexud activity and unsafe sexud activity.
Hormona activity is high in these teens. An “uncool’ risk-reduction message may be worse than
none a al if teens associate it with the hoped-for change in behavior; i.e, if the messageitsdlf
is uncool, then the behavior change being promoted, and the importance of AIDS, suffer by
association with an *uncool’ message.

Facilitators of risk-reduction: Brand-name clothing manufacturers have teens' attention.
Music is very important to teens — messages in this medium may be listened to. Being different
(in the context of being part of the group) and being ‘cool’ may be potentid foca points for
risk-reduction messages.
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Dating attitudes and behaviors
Discussion:

Males and femdes, dl ages, say friendships are very important. If you have a girlfriend or
boyfriend, it's“cool” but thereisn't much stigma attached to not having one, and most do not
fed pressured to have one. Mdes say agirlfriend isimportant for sexud activity. Thismde
sentiment was acknowledged by femaes. Mdes like to have more than one girlfriend. Femaes
like to spend time with boyfriend — shared interests, trust him, fed good with him. Those teens
who said it was very important to have a girlfriend/boyfriend often reported that S(he) helped to
fill an emotiona void. This sentiment was expressed by younger femaes and by gay mde
teens.

Barriersto risk reduction: Relationships don't last very long, leading to multiple partners over
time; young women and gay males express a need for companionship, which leads them to
participating in sexud activity if that iswhat is required for maintaining the reaionship.

Facilitators of risk-reduction include: Lack of sigma attached to not having boyfriend/
girlfriend; friendship is the most important relationship; desire for emotiona connection, stronger
in young women and gay teens than in young heterosexuad men, if channeled into non-sexud
relationships.

Concept 2. HIV knowledge, infor mation sour ces, susceptibility beliefs, waysto reach
youth with the HI'V-prevention message

Discussion:

The most commonly mentioned sources of HIV information were parents, the media (mostly
TV), people with AIDS, particularly well-known people with AIDS, school (favorite teachers,
and hedlth education classes), doctor, and posters. Some of the messages were perceived as
very good, but suffered from repetition. Teenswanted variety. However, the qudity of much of
the prevention messages was rated as poor. According to our respondents, the best messages
are‘cachy’, cute and entertaining, feature young people themsalves, especialy young people
with HIV infection, graphic, culturdly (maeffemde, ethnicity, age) rlevant, and give the facts,
but do not overdramatize.

Susceptibility beliefs
Discussion:
We observed a curious, but well-known, phenomenon with respect to the belief in persona risk

for acquiring HIV infection, across al segmentation variables. Addressing this phenomenon will
be critical to changing high-risk behavior. While respondents were aware of the waysin which
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HIV istransmitted, are aware that people just like themselves have HIV infection, and are
aware that their own behaviors are the type that resulted in transmission, they did not conclude
that they are personaly at risk each time they engage in the behavior. Nor did they consider
that they might dready be infected. The andogy that occursto meisthat of trying to bring the
same poles of two magnets together — the closer they are brought together the more forcefully

they push apart.

There are anumber of psychologica benefits to this refusa to make the connection, of course.
One can avoid the anxiety of thinking that one may aready be infected. One doesn't have to
re-examine a pleasurable behavior and admit that it might come with enough thorns attached
that the behavior needs to be modified to what is perceived to be aless pleasurable one. It
seems evident that the teens we interviewed have not redly interndized a belief in persond risk.
Intellectudly, teens are aware of what behaviors are high risk, yet many seem to have that sense
of persona invulnerability — “It won't happento me” This, despite the fact that many report
knowing someone who has or had HIV/AIDS. Of those who did seem to have a true sense of
persond risk, most know, or had known, someone in their persond lives who was/is infected
with the virus, not just about someone like Easy E [the popular rap artist who died of AIDS].
When respondents tell us that they want graphic detail, perhgpsthey aretdling usto keep
trying to break down thiswall of denid — perhapsthey are aware of their own resstance
againgt coming to an unwel come conclusion. Discussion of the fear of pregnancy, which
outweighed the fear of HIV in most of the groups, isdso illudtrative of the failure of knowledge
to be trandated into behavior, given Sacramento’ s high teen pregnancy rate. While
interndization of abelief in persond susceptibility is necessary for behavior change, it is not
sufficient.

Barriersto HIV risk-reduction: A mgor barrier to risk reduction is the resistance teens have
to persondlizing risk to themsalves. They find it very difficult to believe that “it could hagppen to
me.” Interndizing this belief will be a necessary component to behavior change.

Facilitators of risk-reduction: Knowing someone with HIV/AIDS came up repeatedly asa
gtrong predictor for belief in susceptibility. Therefore, the more people they know persondly
who have HIV/AIDS, the more likely they are to believe “it can hgppen to me.”

Concept 3. Sexual attitudes and behavior

Definition of sex

Discussion:

As expected, sex occupies a place of prominencein teens thoughts and behaviors. To
heterosexud teens the word ‘sex’ means penetrative sexud intercourse, dong with more than

40 other terms for intercourse offered by focus group participants. Some gay teens considered
mutua masturbation as equivaent to intercourse. The mgority of teens interviewed had had
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intercourse — many with more than one partner. Most of these claimed to have tried condoms
at least once, but regular condom use was the exception.

Many teens say they know teens who do not engage in sexud activity. “A lot of, you know,
women these days at my school, | know a lot of girls, they are all virgins. They don’'t go
out and have sex. And they are waiting to get married.” However, it appears that, once
sexud activity has commenced, “...there is no going back.” This concept was expressed by
both genders, across age and ethnicity groups. The exception to this belief was expressed by
young women who were ether currently pregnant, or who dready had children. “My sister has
got a baby but she don’'t have sex. It islike sheisareborn virgin.”

Sexud intercourse is often casud. Both males and femaes expressed thisvaue. There is ill
more stigma attached to promiscuity by femaes than by mades. Sex is not synonymous with
“meking love” Making love implies a degper emotiond involvement. (“ Making love is special
for someone.”) This sentiment was universa, crossng gender, age, and ethnic boundaries.
There isamoderate consensus that aredly satisfying relaionship would involve emotiona
involvement, as well as sex. This does not seem to reduce the strength of the attraction of casud
sex, however “When you have a one-night stand it is just like another thing to do” and
“...peace, love, and just a friendly fuck...”

Fddity isvdued in asexud reationship, by both males and femdes. It is conddered aform of
disease prevention— “That is why you find someone that won’'t cheat. You definitely find
someone that you know won't cheat.” This concept is integrated with the concept of serid
monogamy. Monogamy implies some months (most common was approximately six to eight
months) of exclusve sexud partnering. Sex outside of this rdatively ‘long-term’ relaionship
during this period is considered poor form and reason for anger, by both males and females.

Among teens who have not had intercourse, afew had merely avoided penile penetrative sex.
Others gave reasons for avoiding intercourse, chief among these being fear of pregnancy.

“ Abstinence — not the easiest way, but definitely the best.” This was a stronger mativator than
fear of STDs. (Fear of pregnancy may provide a rationae for a stronger desire to use
condoms, aswell as areason for avoiding intercourse.) Other reasons for not having
intercourse were: not having met the right person, lack of opportunity, fear of discovery, not
wanting to bring intercourse into a relationship, and spiritua/mora beliefs which condemn such
behavior outsde of marriage. The latter was a distinctly minority opinion among the teens we
interviewed.

Many sexualy active teens understood that there could be benefits (other than HIV prevention)
to remaining sexudly abstinent, such as not contracting other STDs, no pregnancy; increased
sef respect; better overdl health; a sense of god achievement; ability to party more; longer
relaionships, more trust in relationships; improved loydty; and keeps the fantasy (of sex)
stronger. “There would be less talk around town and there would be less people dying and
catching things.” Ironicaly, two-thirds of the members of these groups had had severd sexud
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patnersin ther lifetime.

Many of the female focus groups expressed an awareness of 