


After the Shots ●   ●   ●

What you can do

Your child may get a fever. For fever:

• DO NOT GIVE ASPIRIN

• Give your child plenty to drink

• Clothe your child lightly

• Give your child acetaminophen (see chart below)

• Sponge your child in lukewarm water

The site where your child got their shot might be
sore, hot, red, or swollen:

Put a cool wash cloth on the sore area as needed. Call your
doctor if it doesn't get better after 24 hours.

How to check for fever?

A rectal temperature is best but be sure to lubricate the
thermometer with something such as vaseline first. Call
your doctor if the fever is 105°F or higher.
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How much fever-reducing medicine (acetaminophen)
should I give my child?

Call your doctor if your child:

• Has fever of 105°F or higher

• Is pale and limp

• Has been crying 3 hours or
more and won't quit

• Has a cry that isn't normal
(high pitched)

• Is shaking, twitching, or
jerking

ororororor

• If you are worried at all about
how your child looks or feels

Your child may need extra love and care after he or
she gets shots and may want to be held.Shots may hurt a little . . .

but the disease can hurt a lot!

Dose of acetaminophen to be given every 4–6 hours, by age or by weight

1–3 months
6–11 lbs.

4–11 months
12–17 lbs.

12–23 months
18–23 lbs.

2–3 years
24–35 lbs.

4–5 years
36–47 lbs.

1/2 dropperful
infant drops*

1 dropperful
infant drops*

1 1/2 droppersful
infant drops*

2 chewable
(80mg) tablets*

3 chewable
(80 mg) tablets*

or
1/2 teaspoon

children's liquid*

 or
3/4 teaspoon

children's liquid*

 or
1 teaspoon*

children's liquid

 or
1 1/2 teaspoons
children's liquid*

*Consult your pharmacist to be sure you choose the correct dose and formula for your child.


