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The Peer Review Program is 
Designed for Process Integrity

• Tailored to meet specific funding agency expectations and policies
• Consistent approach across review types:

• Research applications or proposals
• In-process research 
• Completed grants
• Scientific reviews
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Key Components of the Peer Review 
Process Include…

• Each proposal is evaluated with the criteria from 
the solicitation.

• Reviewers have comparable expertise as the 
proposed research.

• Conflict of interest is mitigated. 
• Data integrity is maintained throughout the 

process.
• Reports are provided in a timely manner to the 

funding agency.
• Feedback is provided to the principal 

investigators.



Proposal Evaluation and Electronic 
Review Network

PeerNet uses the established criteria as the 
structure to collect and report the evaluations.



For each assigned proposal, a reviewer enters comments related to the strengths and 
weaknesses for each criterion specified in the solicitation.

Simulated Criteria

Reviewer Evaluations

Significance: Does the proposer make a compelling case for the potential 
contribution of the proposal to the problem identified in the 
solicitation?

Research Plan: Does the research plan meet the requirements described 
in each section of the Purpose and Priorities?

Management Plan: Does the management plan convincingly 
demonstrate the partnerships and linkages that are 
important to success?



Significance: Does the proposer make a compelling case for the potential 
contribution of the proposal to the problem identified in the solicitation?

Reviewer 1
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Reviewer 2
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Reviewer 3
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Reviewer 4
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

For each 
proposal, the 

reviewer’s 
verbatim 

comments are 
compiled per 
criterion in

the Comments 
Report.

These reports 
are available for 

the funding 
agency to send 
to the principal 

investigator. 

Simulated Data

Comments Report



Expert Reviewers are Selected
to Evaluate Each Proposal



ORISE Recommends Reviewers for 
DHS UP Selection

ORISE Reviewer Database
Scholar Universe

Internet mining

Referrals

ORISE Developed Website

Non-Disclosure Agreement

Electronic
Registration Form

Candidate
Reviewer CV

Reviewers are selected from
various agencies and
organizations, including:
• Federal
• State
• Academic
• Commercial/Industrial
• National Laboratories
• International Organizations
• Minority Serving Institutions



Reviewer Referrals

To refer yourself, or someone else, to be considered to serve as a reviewer for 
DHS University Programs’ peer reviews, complete the reviewer registration form 
located at the following URL: http://www.orau.gov/dhsuce10r/

Typical subject matter areas include:
• Explosive detection
• Social behavioral and economic 

sciences
• Risk and decision sciences
• Human factors
• Chemical threats and countermeasures
• Biological threats and 

countermeasures
• Food and agricultural security
• Transportation security

• Border security
• Immigration studies
• Maritime and port security 
• Infrastructure protection
• Natural disasters and related 

geophysical studies
• Emergency preparedness and 

response
• Communications and interoperability
• Advanced data analysis and 

visualization 
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